TOWN OF NEWPORT

Council Meeting

May 7th, 2008
Present: Mayor Derryl Garner, Mayor Pro Tem Kenneth Davis, Councilman Franklin Blunt, Councilman Richard Kanuck, Councilman Eric Lindblade, Councilman David Heath, Town Manager Richard Casey, Town Attorney, Nelson W. Taylor, III and Derek Taylor.  

Mayor Garner called the monthly meeting for the Town of Newport to order at 7:30 pm. He led the pledge of allegiance and gave the invocation. 

Mayor Garner asked if there were any changes to the agenda. There was no change. Councilman Heath made the motion to adopt the agenda as presented, second by Mayor Pro Tem Davis. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.

Mayor Garner asked for disposition of the minutes for the meetings of April 1st, April 4th, and April 18th, 2008. There were no corrections. Councilman Lindblade moved to approve the minutes as presented, second by Councilman Kanuck. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.

Citizens Comments

Mayor Garner extended the courtesy of the podium to anyone wishing to address the Council.  
Tamara Brooks wanted to thank Bob Chambers for a quick response on taking care of motor vehicles that have no license plates. She also stated that there was another vehicle at 125 Bayberry Road that needs to be moved; a culvert behind 116 Palmetta Drive that needs cleaning, and the last thing she had was a dog issue. Mrs. Brooks stated that she had been bitten by her neighbor’s dogs, she had talked to the owner, written them letters but the dogs are still running at large. When she called Animal Control in Beaufort she was told it is Newport’s area; when she called Newport Police Department they said it is the Beaufort Animal Control job. She asked what recourse she has now regarding this situation.  The Manager asked Mrs. Brooks to meet him after the meeting and he would listen to her and help her take care of this issue. 

Jan Garber said that he had received the survey and thought it was great. He said he had two issues; one was the trash on Courtesy Way; would like to request that it gets picked up and second, is the Newport web site. He encouraged the Town to get the information up-to-date, stating it is a valuable resource to have the information available for everyone to use.  Mr. Casey informed Mr. Garber that in the near future he should be seeing great improvements to the web site. 

Pat Joyce had concerns on the Stormwater issue. He asked the Council to look closely before they tie the fees to building permits. He doesn’t think it’s fair to put the burden on the builder when the building permit is purchased. (example: the .55 per square foot on a 100,000 square foot building the impact would be $55,00 upfront cost which would pay the interest of a million dollar note for a year). He said that what he was doing would not impact the town at all, but he would be paying these fees that would resolve problems in the rest of the town and he don’t think it’s fair. Mayor Garner thanked Mr. Joyce for speaking. 

Mayor Garner then recognized the Manager, Mr. Casey for the remainder of the agenda items.  

Mr. Casey introduced Landin Holland, the town’s Stormwater consultant to discuss the issue of Stormwater management and the establishment of a Stormwater impact fee.  Mr. Casey informed Council that the Planning Board has voted to recommend that Council establish this impact fee of 55 cents per square foot. The proceeds from this fee will be used to meet the Clean Water Management Trust Fund grant requirements for an engineering study and to implement the necessary capital improvement projects that are recommended by the study. The proposed Stormwater impact fee is tied to building permits and does not affect homeowners of existing properties.  The proposed rates are based on square footage of the project to be built. After a period of lengthy discussion, Councilman Lindblade requested that Town Council and the Planning Board meet jointly. Council agreed.  Mr. Casey informed Council that for the past 4 or 5 months the Planning Board and Council have had joint meetings (more Planning Board members than Town Council members) on this very issue and the meetings were published and posted. 

Mr. Casey recognized Councilman Lindblade who made a presentation on drug awareness in the community. He wants to get the community (our youth, churches, and citizens) involved so parents and families can be educated on this issue about drugs and gangs. Councilman Lindblade asked Council to think of some names of citizens and come back next month with the group and begin working on this process and any ideas from Council would be greatly appreciated.  

Mr. Casey asked Council to support a Governor's proclamation designating May as Seat Belt Awareness Month in North Carolina.  By doing so, the Council is encouraging the citizens of the Newport community to drive smart and buckle up. Councilman Blunt moved to support the proclamation for designating May as Seat Belt Awareness Month as presented, second by Councilman Lindblade.  Vote: unanimous, 5-0. 
Mr. Casey informed Council that budget amendments are required to be done when revenue has been received and not budgeted for. He recommended that the following two budget amendments be approved. The first adds $55,000 to Revenues Anticipated, Sale of Surplus, and adds $50,000 to Expenditures Authorized, Public Facilities (Public Works) and $5,000 to Expenditures Authorized, Fleet Maintenance (Gas).  These funds were received through the sale of the old well site property on Johnson Street.  Most of these funds will become part of the fund balance at the end of the year, but some can be used now to make up for projected shortfalls in fuel costs. 
The second budget amendment adds $30,000 to Revenues Anticipated, Building Permits, and adds $30,000 to Expenditures Authorized, Planning/Zoning.  This accounts for the increased revenues above those budgeted from building permit sales. Councilman Heath moved to approve the budget amendments as presented, second by Councilman Kanuck. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.  

Mr. Casey said the next agenda item for Council is to make three appointments to the Library Board. Councilman Kanuck has been serving as a board member representative, but has never been formally appointed.  He informed Council members that ballots had been placed in front of them with the names of several individuals who had shown an interest in serving on the Library Board.  He asked them each to sign their ballots, select two, mark their ballots accordingly and pass their ballots to the Clerk to be counted. Councilman Heath moved to appoint Mr. Richard Kanuck, Mrs. Darlene Roberson and Leslie Hudson to the Library Board, second by Mayor Pro Tem Davis. Vote: unanimous, 5-0. Mayor Garner thanked those that were not appointed and asked them to please consider joining the Friends of the Library.

Mr. Casey stated that Council will be asked to set two public hearings.  The first is on an amendment to the zoning ordinance recommended by the Planning Board regarding recreational vehicle parks. The second is on another amendment to the zoning ordinance recommended by the Planning Board regarding full-time camping in recreational vehicles and campers in a mobile home park.  He recommended that Council set the time of the first hearing as June 3, 2008, 7:45pm at the Newport Town Hall and the time of the second hearing as immediately following the first.
Councilman Lindblade moved to set the public hearing for the amendment to the zoning ordinance regarding recreational vehicle parks on June 3rd, 2008 at 7:45 pm, second by Councilman Kanuck. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.  

Councilman Lindblade moved to set the second public hearing immediately following the first on an amendment regarding full-time camping in recreational vehicles and campers in a mobile home park, second by Councilman Kanuck. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.

 Department Head Reports: (Copies included with agenda package) 

Town Manager – Mr. Casey informed Council that the financial reports for the month of April have been provided to them. He said that the revenues are on track and reminded Council that there was a budget meeting Thursday, May 16th, 2008 at 4 pm. 
Town Clerk/Tax Collector – Ms. Weiss had nothing to add to her report. Mayor Garner congratulated Penny Weiss, Town Clerk for her recertification through April 30, 2012 and thanked her for a job well done. He also reminded everyone that this is Municipal Clerk’s Week.
Building Inspector. – Mr. Chambers had nothing to add to his report. 
Recreation – Kelley Caldwell had nothing to add to her report.  
Police Dept. – No representative. 
Fire/Rescue – Chief Holt had nothing to add to his report.  
Water/Sewer – Clay Dulaney informed Council that the new well was getting its final inspection and was on line and working well. 
Buildings & Grounds – Marty Mensch had nothing to add to his report. Jimmy Bristle said he had been testing the fire trucks and it went good. Mayor Pro Tem Davis reported that Greg Guthrie had a stroke and did not know at this time how he was doing. Marty Mensch reported that he was talking with Greg’s sister and she would keep us informed on his recovery. 

Citizens Comments


Pat Joyce thanked the Council for their wisdom on the Stormwater issue by 
looking into it and not making a quick decision.

Council Remarks: 

All Councilmembers expressed appreciation to the constituents for being present. They also thanked the staff for being at the meeting and for continuing to do a good job.  Councilman Blunt requested that the Recreation Committee not only be made up of coaches; he would like to see citizens on the committee. Council members encouraged citizens to fill out the survey and thanked those that have returned them. 
Mayor Garner said if there was no further business, he would ask for a motion to adjourn. Councilman Kanuck moved to adjourn at 8:57 pm, second by Councilman Heath. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.  
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