TOWN OF NEWPORT

Council Meeting

November 4th, 2008

Present: Mayor Derryl Garner, Mayor Pro Tem Kenneth Davis, Councilman Richard Kanuck, Councilman Franklin Blunt, Councilman David Heath, Councilman Jan Garber, Town Manager Richard Casey, and Town Attorney, Nelson Taylor and Derek Taylor. 

Mayor Garner called the monthly meeting for the Town of Newport to order at 7:30 pm. He led the pledge of allegiance and gave the invocation. 

Mayor Garner asked if there were any changes to the agenda. There was one change; Councilman Kanuck asked to add 4b – To Poll Citizens on Changing Time of Town Council Meetings. Mayor Pro Tem Davis made the motion to adopt the agenda as revised, second by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.

Mayor Garner asked for disposition of the minutes for the meeting of October 7th, 2008. There were no corrections.  Councilman Heath moved to approve the minutes as presented, second by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 5-0. 

Citizens Comments

Mayor Garner extended the courtesy of the podium to any constituents wishing to address the Council.  There was one, John Davis. Mr. Davis asked that his comments be postponed to the public hearing for Cypress Village.
Councilmembers asked constitutes input on the changing of time of the Town Council meetings and after poling them, Mayor Pro Tem Davis moved to change the Town Council meetings from 7:30 pm to 6:00 pm on the first Tuesday of each month starting January 2009, second by Councilman Blunt.  Vote: unanimous, 5-0.  

Mayor Garner read and presented the Resolution of Sympathy to the family of former Council member and Mayor Harry Livingston. Mrs. Livingston expressed appreciation to the Mayor, Manager and Council for their thoughtfulness.  
Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda was the public hearing on the annexation of the Cypress Village subdivision.  He stated that Council approved the sketch plan at the October meeting which included the extension of Town water and sewer service to the subdivision. The petition for annexation has been certified to be sufficient by the Town Clerk.  Pending the results of the public hearing, Council will be asked to approve an ordinance extending the corporate limits of the Town to include the Cypress Village subdivision. He recommended approval.  
Mayor Garner stated that the public hearing has been duly announced in the Carteret County News Times, posted on the bulletin board and he declared the public hearing to be opened.  He stated at this time he would ask who that wished to speak to raise their hand. John Davis asked that Council not annex Masontown Road.  Mayor Garner informed Mr. Davis that there has been no intent to annex Masontown Road at all.  Mayor Garner asked if there were further questions or comments. There being none, Councilman Kanuck moved to close the public hearing, second by Councilman Garber. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.
Mayor Garner stated that the Manager’s recommendation was to vote on the annexation of Cypress Village after the public hearing was closed.  Councilman Kanuck moved to adopt Ordinance Number A2008-01 titled, An Ordinance to Extend the Corporate Limits of the Town of Newport, the effective date to be upon adoption as presented, second by Councilman Garber. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.
Mr. Casey stated the next item is a public hearing on the annexation of the Ashley Place III subdivision.  He stated that Council also approved the sketch plan at the September meeting which included the extension of Town water and sewer service to the subdivision. The petition for annexation has been certified to be sufficient by the Town Clerk.  Pending the results of the public hearing, he stated that Council will also be asked to approve an ordinance extending the corporate limits of the Town to include the Ashley Place III subdivision.  He also recommended approval for this annexation.
Mayor Garner informed everyone again that this public hearing had been duly announced in the Carteret County News Times, posted on the bulletin board and he declared the public hearing to be opened.  He stated at this time he would ask those who wished to speak to raise their hand. There were no comments. Councilman Blunt moved to close the public hearing, second by Councilman Kanuck. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.
Councilman Kanuck moved to adopt Ordinance Number A2008-02 titled, An Ordinance to Extend the Corporate Limits of the Town of Newport, the effective date to be upon adoption as presented, second Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.
Mr. Casey stated that Councilman Garber asked to schedule a series of special meetings to discuss the waste water treatment plant and the proposed noncontiguous annexation boundary.  He recommended the first three meetings be scheduled for the first Friday in November, December and January at 4:00 pm in Town Hall. The dates of these meetings will be November 7, 2008, December 5, 2008 and January 2, 2009.  Councilman Kanuck moved to schedule the meeting as presented, second by Councilman Garber. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.
Mr. Casey request that Council set a public hearing for the purpose of rezoning property at 3415 East Railroad Blvd; parcel # 634814228890000 (Carteret County’s parcel is 634814228820000). He recommended that Council set a date and time for this request. Councilman Garber moved to set the public hearing on December 2nd, 2008 at 7:45 pm for a rezoning of Residential R-15 to Residential R-10 requested by Boulia Enterprises, second by Councilman Blunt. Vote:  unanimous, 5-0. 

Mr. Casey stated that Council is asked to amend Ordinance Chapter 12, Article II, of the Recreation Advisory Commission.  He stated that the changes include a decrease in the Commission size from 9 to 7 members and provides a staggered term.  This amendment also defines the ex-officio members to be two members of Council and a staff liaison nominated by the Town Manager.  He recommended approval of the amendment. Councilman Kanuck moved to approve the amendment to the Recreation Advisory Commission, Chapter 12, Article II, of the ordinance as requested, second by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.
Mr. Casey said the next item is that Council appoints 6 members of the Recreation Advisory Commission.  Eleven people have submitted applications for membership. Three people will be selected for three-year terms and three people will be selected for two-year terms.  This will establish the desired staggering of terms for Commission members. Mr. Casey said that unless Council has decided on another method of selecting the appointees, he suggested the following:  to have a ballot with 11 names on it. Each Councilman would circle 6 names and sign the ballot.  The Clerk would tally the ballots and identify the top 6 vote-getters.  If there was a tie, the ballots would be passed out again and have Council vote for the appropriate number of applicants.  For instance, should there have been a tie for the last two positions on the Commission, each Councilman was to circle two names.  The top three vote-getters could be identified for the three-year terms. Councilman Kanuck moved to approve the ballots that were used for the Recreation Advisory Commission, second by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 5-0. 
Mr. Casey passed out ballots and from the Council’s choices, the terms are as follows:   Brenda Harris, Marilyn Everett and Hunter Oliver are the 3 year terms, and Richard Kanuck Jr., Sammy Hammond and Gary Carter are the 2 year terms. Councilman Kanuck moved to appoint the above members to the Recreation Advisory Commission, second by Mayor Pro Tem Davis. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.

Mr. Casey said the next item was for Council to adopt a resolution asking the County Commissioners to appoint Mr. Samuel J. Hammond to the Town Planning Board as an extraterritorial jurisdiction member, in accordance with the Town Zoning Ordinance.  Mr. Hammond's selection was recommended by the Planning Board.  He would be replacing Mr. Duncan Daughtry on the Planning Board.  He recommended approval of the resolution.  Councilman Kanuck moved to approve the Resolution asking the County Commissioners to appoint Samuel Hammond to the Planning Board as requested, second by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.
Department Head Reports: (Copies included with agenda package) 

Town Manager – Mr. Casey informed Council that we had not received the financial statements this month but will be getting that information to Council when we receive them. He also introduced the Finance Officer, Tim White. 
Town Clerk/Tax Collector – Ms. Weiss had nothing to add to her report. 

Building Inspector. – Mr. Chambers had nothing to add to his report.  
Recreation – Kelley Caldwell said that the Community Building has been painted by volunteers and the Public Works workers and thanked them for their time. 
Police Dept. – Chief Clark had nothing to add to his report.  

Fire/Rescue – Chief Holt did not attend.  

Water/Sewer – Clay Dulaney stated that the smoke testing was 3/4 complete and he had sent letters to those where they found problems. 
Buildings & Grounds – Marty Mensch had nothing to add to his report. 

Fleet Maintenance
 - Jimmy Bristle had nothing to add to his report. 

Citizens Comments

Tamara Brooks expressed concerns about the ditch in her back yard. She reminded Council that she had provided pictures to illustrate the problem. She explained that the location of her next door neighbor’s dog prevents her from being able to maintain the ditch and again she requested help.  Marty Mensch, Supervisor of Public Works stated that he would take care of this issue with the dog on the ditch the following day.  
Council Remarks: 

All Councilmembers expressed appreciation to the constituents for being present. They also thanked the staff for being at the meeting and for continuing to do a good job. Council thanked Angela Clark and Lori Willis for a great job with the Hoot-n-Nanny and Chief Clark had informed the Mayor that there was no violence around town the entire night and that it was very quiet this Halloween. Mayor Garner added that there were 60 volunteers that helped with this event and thanked them all for coming out.  Mayor Garner stated that he thought there was an estimated figure of over 2000 people that came out for the Hoot-n-Nanny this year. He also wanted to thank the Public Works Department for their help in setting up and Jimmy Bristle with the assistance of the Pig Cooking Committee for cooking the hotdogs and their help. He stated that it was a fun family event. Council also thanked the Police and Fire Department for their efforts in getting the people out of the rain at the parking lot during the fire at the Newport House. Mayor Garner stated that the Chairperson, Angela Clark, of the Christmas Parade has requested that Beth and Harold “Bud” Lanning (Principals of Newport Elementary and Newport Middle Schools) be the Grand Marshalls this year.

Mayor Garner said if there was no further business, he would ask for a motion to adjourn. Mayor Pro Tem Davis moved to adjourn at 8:55 pm, second by Councilman Kanuck. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.  
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