TOWN OF NEWPORT

Council Meeting

October 7th, 2008

Present: Mayor Derryl Garner, Mayor Pro Tem Kenneth Davis, Councilman Richard Kanuck, Councilman Franklin Blunt, Councilman David Heath, Town Manager Richard Casey, and Town Attorney, Nelson Taylor. 

Mayor Garner called the monthly meeting for the Town of Newport to order at 7:30 pm. He led the pledge of allegiance and Nelson W. Taylor gave the invocation. 

Mayor Garner asked if there were any changes to the agenda. There was no change. Councilman Kanuck made the motion to adopt the agenda as presented, second by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 4-0.

Mayor Garner asked for disposition of the minutes for the meeting of September 9th, and Special Meeting September 30th, 2008. There were no corrections. Councilman Blunt moved to approve the minutes as presented, second by Councilman Kanuck. Vote: unanimous, 4-0. 

Mayor Garner asked the Clerk, Penny Weiss to administer the oath of office to Jan Garber who was unanimously appointed by Council to fill the unexpired term of Councilman Eric Lindblade at the Special Meeting on September 30th. 

Citizens Comments

Mayor Garner extended the courtesy of the podium to any constituents wishing to address the Council.  

Tamara Brooks expressed concerns about the ditch in her back yard. She provided pictures to illustrate the problem. She explained that the location of her next door neighbor’s dog prevents her from being able to maintain the ditch.  Mr. Casey stated that we are familiar with this problem and we are addressing it. He said he has asked the police to patrol the area. 

Mayor Garner presented a Resolution of Sympathy for the family of former Council member and Mayor Harry Livingston.  Councilman Kanuck and Mayor Pro Tem Davis moved simultaneous to adopt a Resolution of Sympathy for Harry Livingston, second by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.

Mr. Casey stated that our Fire Chief, Rob Holt, was being recognized for receiving the 2007 Marine Corps Firefighter Heroism Award for his actions while responding to a downed aircraft on May 3, 2007.  On that day, then Lieutenant Holt and the crew of Cherry Point Engine Company #3 responded to a report of a downed aircraft approximately 1.5 miles south of the air station.  Despite the immediate danger to themselves caused by downed high-voltage power lines, heavy smoke and fire, and the lack of attack hose lines and water supply, Lieutenant Holt and his crew reacted swiftly to gain access to the crash site and successfully rescued the seriously injured victims of the crash. He represented the Marine Corps Fire Service in the highest fashion possible, providing professional firefighting and rescue services without hesitation in spite of life threatening conditions.   Mr. Casey asked Mayor Garner and Chief Holt to come forward. Mayor Garner presented the Firefighter Heroism Award, a Certificate from the Marine Corp Fire Emergency Services Program.
Mr. Casey stated that Council was being asked to approve a new Town Identity Theft Prevention Program.  This program is mandated by the Federal Trade Commission, the federal bank regulatory agencies and the National Credit Union Administration and must be in place by November 1, 2008.  Our program must provide written identity theft prevention measures as part of the Fair and Accurate Credit Transactions Act of 2003.  Our attorney drafted the document for Council approval.  He (Mr. Casey) recommended approval of the program as presented. Councilman Blunt moved to adopt a Resolution adopting Security of Sensitive Information and Breach Response Plan, second Councilman Kanuck. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.

Mr. Casey stated that next on the agenda was that Council would be asked to approve a Resolution Directing the Town Clerk to investigate the sufficiency of the annexation petition for Cypress Village subdivision.  He recommended approval of the resolution.  Councilman Blunt moved to approve a Resolution Directing the Clerk to Investigate a Petition for Sufficiency of Annexation Petition for Cypress Village Subdivision, second by Councilman Kanuck. Vote: unanimous, 5-0. 

Mayor Garner asked if the Clerk had completed the Certificate of Sufficiency.  She replied that see had. (see attached)   

Mr. Casey asked Council to set a date for the public hearing on the Cypress Village annexation petition.  He suggested the date of November 4th, 2008 at 7:45pm at Town Hall, which is the date of the next regular Council meeting.  Councilman Heath moved to set a public hearing for annexation Cypress Village Subdivision for November 4th, 2008 at 7:45 at the Town Hall, second by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.
Mr. Casey then stated that Council would be asked to approve a resolution directing the Town Clerk to investigate the sufficiency of the annexation petition for Ashley Place III subdivision.  He recommended approval of the resolution. Councilman Kanuck moved to approve a Resolution Directing the Clerk to Investigate a Petition for Sufficiency of Annexation Petition for Ashley Place III Subdivision, second by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.  

Mayor Garner asked if the Clerk has completed the Certificate of Sufficiency.  She replied that she had. (see attached)  

Mr. Casey asked Council to set a date for the public hearing on the Ashley Place III annexation petition.  Again, he recommended the date November 4th, 2008, immediately following the first public hearing. Councilman Kanuck moved to set a public hearing for annexation Cypress Village Subdivision for November 4th, 2008 immediately following the first public hearing, second by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.
Mr. Casey stated that Council was being asked to approve the Cypress Village subdivision sketch plan. He reminded Council that the motion to approve this sketch plan did not receive a second at the September 9th meeting.  Subsequent discussions regarding this sketch plan had been held and it was believed that Council's concerns have been addressed.  At Council's direction, the Planning Board has started work on a noncontiguous annexation boundary.  He recommended approval of the following motion: To approve the sketch plan for Cypress Village Subdivision as recommended by the Town Planning Board and authorize the developer to proceed with Preliminary Plat preparation and submittal, to include all engineering design work, and to apply for environmental permits for public utilities and others as required; also to approve Town water and sewer extension to the subdivision.  Councilman Kanuck moved to approve the Sketch Plan for Cypress Village Subdivision as recommended by the Planning Board and authorize the developer to proceed with the Preliminary Plat preparation and submittal to include all engineering design work and to apply for environmental permits for public utilities and others as required and approve water and sewer extension for the subdivision, second by Councilman Blunt. Discussion: Mayor Pro Tem Davis asked if sidewalks would be on one side of the street or both sides. Manager replied one side. Vote: 4 ayes, and 1 nay (Davis).

Department Head Reports: (Copies included with agenda package) 

Town Manager – Mr. Casey informed Council that he has provided a copy of the financial statements with the exception of the Capital Management Trust Fund that we have not received. He also informed Council that the new Finance Officer, Tim White, would be starting on October 27th, 2008 and we are looking forward to working with him. He thanked Councilman Garber for his assistance during the interview process.  Mr. Casey reminded staff that the staff meeting on Wednesday has been changed to Thursday.

Town Clerk/Tax Collector – Ms. Weiss had nothing to add to her report. 

Building Inspector. – Mr. Chambers stated that two condemned structures have been removed. 

Recreation – Kelley Caldwell had nothing to add to her report. 

Police Dept. – Chief Clark had nothing to add to his report.  

Fire/Rescue – Chief Holt had nothing to add to his report.  

Water/Sewer – Clay Dulaney stated that they did the smoke testing and found a manhole with its covered ring knocked off and we are planning to repair it immediately.  

Buildings & Grounds – Marty Mensch had nothing to add to his report. 

Fleet Maintenance
 - Jimmy Bristle had nothing to add to his report. 

Citizens Comments

Nancy Vetch 
stated that she is a candidate for County Commissioner and wanted to let everyone know and if there were any issues to please let her know. 

Council Remarks: 

All Councilmembers expressed appreciation to the constituents for being present. They also thanked the staff for being at the meeting and for continuing to do a good job. Council welcomed Jan Garber to the Council chair. Councilman Garber stated he was glad to be here. Councilman Kanuck thanked Angela Clark and Lori Willis for moving forward with the Hoot-n-Nanny and if anyone would like to help to please let them know because volunteers are great to have and are very important.   
Mayor Garner said if there was no further business, he would ask for a motion to adjourn. Councilman Blunt moved to adjourn at 8:12 pm, second by Councilman Kanuck. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.  
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