TOWN OF NEWPORT

Special Council Meeting

September 30th, 2008 

Present: Mayor Derryl Garner, Mayor Pro Tem Kenneth Davis, Councilman Richard Kanuck, Councilman David Heath, Councilman Franklin Blunt, Town Manager Richard Casey, Town Attorney, Nelson Taylor, III. 

Mayor Garner called the special meeting for the Town of Newport to order at 5:00 pm. This meeting has been announced in the Carteret County News Times and posted on the bulletin boards. 
Mayor Garner stated that the purpose of this meeting is as follows, On September 5th, Town Manager Dick Casey received correspondence from Councilman Eric Lindblade stating that he was resigning his position as Councilman for the town of Newport to accept a job opportunity in Pennsylvania, thus creating a vacancy on the Council.

The Manager informed the Council of Mr. Lindblade’s resignation, which the Council appropriately accepted.

Discussion followed as to the process for selecting a replacement in accordance with the North Carolina general statutes to fill the unexpired term.  It was decided that anyone interested in applying might do so by submitting a letter or resume before close of business on September 23rd.

Also, a special meeting of Council was called for today at 5:00pm to make a selection from among those who expressed an interest.

A total of six resumes were received from citizens expressing an interest in being considered for the vacancy.  This is in itself a compliment to the Town.

The following individuals submitted resumes:  William Anderson, Robert Benedict, Jan Garber, Brenda Harris, Kay Hewitt and April Pike.

The Mayor made the following statement:
This is a public meeting, and as is our custom, I offer the courtesy of the podium at this time to anyone who wishes to make a comment.  I ask that you limit your comments to three minutes

William Anderson stated that he would like to serve the community here in Newport and was interested in filling the vacant seat on the Council.
Geri Jackson stated her mother Jane Rubin and she were here to support Ms. Kay Hewitt for the position. 

Gary Mann also spoke in support of Mrs. Hewitt. He stated that he has known Kay Hewitt for a long time and feels that she would do a great job for the town.

Mayor Garner recognized the Manager, Dick Casey at this time.  
Mr. Casey stated that after discussions with the School of Government and our Town Attorney, we've agreed on a procedure for today's meeting.  He said each Councilman will be given a ballot with 6 names and will circle one name and then sign the ballot.  We will tally the votes and if there is no candidate with a majority of at least three votes, we will eliminate those who receive zero votes from further consideration.  A Council discussion period will then be held, if needed, before another ballot vote is taken. This will continue until a candidate receives at least three votes. It would then be appropriate for a motion to be made that the winning candidate be elected by acclimation. Mr. Casey passed out ballots to Council. Mr. Casey stated that he had received all the ballots with signatures and all four Council members have voted for Jan Garber, making it a majority vote.

 Mayor Garner congratulated Jan Garber and announced that we will plan to administer the oath on Tuesday, October 7th. He thanked all of the candidates for their interest in their Town.
Kay Hewitt thanked the Council for being considered and stated she would be a candidate for Mayors seat next year.

Mayor Garner said if there was no further business, he would ask for a motion to adjourn. Councilman Blunt moved to adjourn at 5:15 pm, second by Mayor Pro Tem Davis. Vote: unanimous, 4-0.   
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