TOWN OF NEWPORT

Council Meeting

April 7th, 2009
Present: Mayor Derryl Garner, Mayor Pro Tem Kenneth Davis, Councilman Franklin Blunt, Councilman Richard Kanuck, Councilman Jan Garber, Town Manager Richard Casey, and Town Attorney, Nelson Taylor and Derek Taylor. Absent: Councilman David Heath. 
Mayor Garner called the monthly meeting for the Town of Newport to order at 6:00 pm. He led the pledge of allegiance and gave the invocation. 

Mayor Pro Tem Davis moved to excuse Councilman Heath from the meeting, second by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 4-0. 

Mayor Garner asked if there were any changes to the agenda. There was one change. Mr. Casey asked that item #6 Eastern Carolina Council General Membership appointments be moved to next month’s agenda. Councilman Blunt moved to adopt the amended agenda as presented, second by Councilman Kanuck. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent.

Mayor Garner asked for disposition of the minutes for the meetings of March 3rd, March 12th, and March 26th, 2009. There were no changes.  Councilman Garber moved to approve the minutes as presented, second by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent. 

Citizens Comments

Mayor Garner extended the courtesy of the podium to any constituents wishing to address the Council.  
John Davis asked to move his comments to the Subdivision items.

Mayor Garner introduced Ms. Diane Johnson.  Ms. Johnson passed out to Council information on the upcoming Newport Alumni Association Heritage Day celebration that would take place on June 26, 2010 from 1pm to 6pm and gave a presentation on the activities that have been scheduled for that day which is attached.  The Alumni Association is requesting that the Newport Park be available all day for this event. The Manager said that he would get with Frank Eagle and put this event on the calendar. Mr. Casey stated that he would contact Waste Industries on trash cans and the Public Works Department will assist with the ground maintenance.   Ms. Johnson said that as this event gets closer they would keep the Town informed.
Mayor Garner then recognized Manager, Richard Casey for the remaining items on the agenda.

Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is that Council is asked to approve a Substance Abuse Policy for Town employees.  This subject was postponed at last month's meeting pending the provision of a more comprehensive policy from our attorney, which Council has been provided.  He recommended approval of the policy. Councilman Garber moved to adopt the Substance Abuse Policy as presented, second by Councilman Kanuck. Discussion: Mayor Pro Tem Davis asked if this was a zero tolerance policy. Nelson Taylor replied, yes. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent.
Mr. Casey stated that the Council is asked to conditionally approve the Cypress Village preliminary plat.  The Planning Board has reviewed the preliminary plat and recommends approval.  The conditions for approval are: those applicable environmental permits be obtained; that the performance guarantee be paid; and that an appropriate parcel of land be set aside for recreation.  He recommended the conditional approval. Councilman Blunt moved to approve the Cypress Village preliminary plat with the above conditions as presented, second by Councilman Garber. Discussion: Mayor Pro Tem Davis said that he assumed that the Subdivision Regulations that Council has tonight were not in place when the Subdivision was approved by the Planning Board. Chairman Davis said no, but the Subdivision Regulations have been approved since then by the Planning Board to be on the Council’s agenda tonight. After discussion, Councilman Blunt moved to revise the original motion for Cypress Village Subdivision Preliminary Plat as presented with the following conditions and second by Councilman Garber. Vote: 2 ayes (Garber, Blunt), 2 nays (Davis, Kanuck), 1 absent, Mayor Garner voted for the motion breaking the tie, motion carried.   

1. The developer procure all environmental permits for 404 wetlands and
erosion prior to start of grading construction and all other permits prior
to any other construction beyond grading.

2. The developer will deposit with the Town Manager a guarantee as
prescribed in the subdivision regulations section 7-2 in the amount of
$500.00 per lot for land disturbing.

3. Lot 29 is accepted for land set aside for recreation.

Mr. Casey stated the next item on the agenda was that Council is asked to conditionally approve the Ashley Place III preliminary plat.  The Planning Board has reviewed the preliminary plat and recommends approval.  The conditions for approval are as follows:

1. The Developer procure all environmental permits.

2. That the performance guarantee be paid. 
3. That two additional fire hydrants be added.
4. That 1100 feet of abandoned water line be filled.
5.  That a fee be paid in lieu of land set aside for recreation.  
He recommended approval by amending number one to read as followed:

1. The developer procure all environmental permits for 404 wetlands and erosion prior to start of grading construction and all other permits prior to mass construction.  

Councilman Garber moved to approve the amended conditions from the Manager, second by Councilman Blunt. Discussion: Ms Benton, Engineer representing Ashley Place, was concerned that the conditions were not the same as reviewed at the Planning Board meeting.  She stated that the new Fire Chief was to review the plans. Vice Chairman Bob Benedict of the Planning Board spoke of the distance between the fire hydrants in the Zoning Ordinance. After discussion, Fire Chief Figg stated that Mr. Chambers and he reviewed the relocation of the fire hydrants to allow for the 500 foot rule to be satisfied. Councilman Garber moved to revise the original motion for Ashley Place III subdivision preliminary plat plans as presented with the following conditions, second by Councilman Blunt. Vote: 3 ayes (Garber, Blunt, Kanuck), I nay (Davis), and 1 absent, motion carried. 

1. The developer procure all environmental permits for 404 wetlands and
erosion prior to start of grading construction and all other construction beyond the grading.

2. The developer will deposit with the Town Manager a guarantee as
prescribed in the subdivision regulations section 7-2 in the amount of
$500.00 per lot for land disturbing.
3. 1100 feet of abandoned water lines to be filled with slurry mix.

4. The Town will accept a fee of $5,393.21 in lieu of land set aside for
recreation.
Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is that Council is asked to approve the acceptance of an installment purchase contract with First Citizens Bank for the purchase of a new ambulance.  First Citizens has offered an interest rate of 3.69% for a three-year term to finance up to $35,000.  Four other banks were solicited for proposals. He recommends approval. Councilman Blunt moved to approve an installment purchase contract with First Citizens Bank with an interest rate of 3.69% for a three-year term to finance up to $35,000 for the purchase of a new ambulance, second by Councilman Garber. Discussion: Mayor Pro Tem Davis asked if this was the lowest rate offered. Mr. Casey stated this was lowest of the other 3 banks that made an offer. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent.
Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is that Council will be asked to approve the Town joining NC 20, a 501(c)(6) organization incorporated to allow local governments in all 20 CAMA counties to work together on problems such as storm water regulations and, most recently, insurance increases.  Our dues would be $500 per year.  He stated that the town attorney has reviewed the proposal and the organization’s articles of incorporation.   He recommends approval. Mayor Pro Tem Davis moved to approve joining the NC 20 organization as presented, second by Councilman Blunt. Vote:  unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent.
Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is a Proclamation recognizing the week of May 3, 2009 as "Municipal Clerks Week."  He recommended approval. Councilman Blunt moved to approve the proclamation as presented, second by Councilman Kanuck. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent. 
Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is that Council is asked to set a date for a public hearing on a proposed amendment to the Town Subdivision Regulations.  The Planning Board has approved the proposed amendment.  He recommended the public hearing be set for May 5, 2009, at 6:15 pm at Town Hall. Mayor Pro Tem Davis moved to set the public hearing for May 5, 2009, at 6:15 pm, second by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent. 
Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is that Council is asked to approve a resolution authorizing the Town Manager to file an application for federal stimulus grant funding through the state in the amount of $29,500.  The grant would be used to purchase a solar-powered mixing unit for water tank #2.  There are no costs to the Town for this project, which will improve our water quality.  He recommended approval. Councilman Garber moved to approve a resolution authorizing the Town Manager to file an application for federal stimulus grant funding through the state in the amount of $29,500, second by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent.
Department Head Reports: (Copies included with agenda package) 

Town Manager – Mr. Casey advised the Council that they have a copy of the financial report closing out on March 31, 2009.  He reminded Council that the next budget meeting will be Thursday, April 9th, at 4pm, He also stated that Friday, April 10th, is a Holiday for the town employees and wished everyone a Happy Easter.  
Town Clerk/Tax Collector – Ms. Weiss had nothing to add to her report. 

Finance Officers – Mr. White had nothing to add to his report. 
Building Inspector. – Mr. Chambers had nothing to add to his report. 

Recreation – Kelley Caldwell had nothing to add to her report.  
Police Dept. – Keith Lewis had nothing to add to the Police report.  

Fire/Rescue – Chief Figg had nothing to add to his report.  

Water/Sewer – Scotty Rollins had nothing to add to his report and stated that Clay Dulaney was doing his therapy from his surgery.     
Public Works – Marty Mensch had nothing to add to his report.  

Fleet Maintenance
 - Jimmy Bristle had nothing to add to his report. 
Citizens Comments

Chief Figg thanked everyone for their support and giving him such a warm welcome. 
Council Remarks: 

All Councilmembers expressed appreciation to the constituents for being present. They also thanked the staff for being at the meeting and for continuing to do a good job.  Council welcomed the new Fire Chief, Coleman D. Figg. Council also thanked Jimmy Bristle and the Volunteers of the Newport Pig Cookin Contest for a very well organized event.  Councilman Blunt expressed appreciation to Michelle Benton for her cooperation with the Town.
Mayor Garner stated that if there is nothing else to come before the Council, he would entertain a motion to adjourn. Councilman Blunt moved to adjourn at 7:28 pm, second by Councilman Kanuck.  Vote: unanimous, 4-0, I absent. 

Penny Weiss, CMC, CTC




Derryl Garner

Certified Municipal Clerk
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