TOWN OF NEWPORT                      

Council Meeting

December 1st, 2009
Present: Mayor Derryl Garner, Mayor Pro Tem Kenneth Davis, Councilman Franklin Blunt, Councilman David Heath, Town Manager Richard Casey, Clerk Penny Weiss, Attorney Nelson Taylor and Derek Taylor. Absent: Councilman Jan Garber, Councilman Richard Kanuck.
Mayor Garner called the monthly meeting for the Town of Newport to order at 6:00 pm. Mayor Garner led the pledge of allegiance and asked Reverend Susan Lindblade to give the invocation. 

Mayor Garner asked if there were any changes to the agenda. Councilman Heath asked to add 9a-Discussion of a Special Meeting and Mr. Casey requested to delete item 9 Alarm Ordinance from the agenda. Councilman Heath asked that the Alarm Ordinance be added to next month’s agenda.  Councilman Heath moved to adopt the agenda with changes as presented, second by Mayor Pro Tem Davis. Vote: unanimous, 3-0, 2 absent.   

Mayor Garner asked for disposition of the minutes for the meeting of November 3rd, 2009. There were no changes.  Mayor Pro Tem Davis moved to approve the minutes as presented, second by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 3-0, 2 absent.

Mayor Garner asked the Clerk to administer the Oath of Office to New Councilmembers Bena Weires and Stephen Blizzard at this time. Then the Clerk administered the oath to the returning Mayor, Derryl Garner. Mayor Garner thanked the ladies for the reception earlier and he also thanked his wife Jane Garner, who held the bible and for her faithful support through his years of service.
Mayor Garner then stated that we would proceed with the selection of Mayor Pro Tem to serve for the next two years ending December 2011. Ballots were presented to each member of Council with their names.  The ballots were appropriately marked and collected by the clerk and she reported the results to the Mayor. The Mayor announced that Councilman Ken Davis has been re-elected as Mayor Pro Tem for the following two years by a majority vote. He extended his congratulations to the returning Mayor Pro Tem Davis.
Mayor Garner extended the courtesy of the podium to any citizens wishing to address the Council.  There were none. Mayor Garner announced Flat Stanley was present at the meeting and that he is involved in a project with the second graders at Newport Elementary School.
Mayor Garner called on the Manager, Mr. Casey for the remainder of the agenda.

Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is that Council would be asked to vote on the rezoning of the Ballou Enterprises, Inc. property at the east end of Fort Benjamin Road.  The 44.8 acres is currently zoned R-20, R-15 and IW.  The applicant is seeking to have the entire property zoned R-20.  The Planning Board recommends approval. Council voted 3-2 at the November meeting to approve the ordinance, which did not satisfy the need for a two-thirds majority.  He recommends approval of the ordinance to amend the Town zoning map as presented. Councilman Blunt moved to approve and adopt Zoning Ordinance, Number Z2009-01, an Ordinance to amend the Town of Newport Zoning Map and to re-zone the Ballou Enterprise Property from IW Industrial Warehouse and R-15 Residential to a Zone R-20, Residential, Agricultural, second by Councilman Blizzard.  Vote: unanimous, 5-0. 
Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is that Council would be asked to approve an amendment to the Town's "Vehicles for Hire" ordinance.  Our current ordinance has not been updated since 1975 and does not adequately address current problems pertaining to taxicabs.  The revised ordinance will provide for better regulation of taxicabs and result in safer, cleaner and more professional taxi service for our citizens.  Our attorney has worked with our police department in drafting the ordinance amendment and he recommended approval.  Councilman Blunt moved to adopt the Taxi Ordinance as presented, second by Councilman Heath. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.
Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is a discussion for a special meeting with Council, and recognized Councilman Heath. Mr. Heath suggested that Council have a special meeting before budget meetings start in February with the new members and share thoughts on communications, dialog and expectations as we move forward to serve the citizens of Newport. He suggested that a meeting be sometime early January at a central location. Town Attorney, Nelson Taylor reminded Council that the special meeting has to be announced and has to include what will be discussed. Mayor Garner asked if a planning meeting would not be better.  Councilman Blunt moved to have a planning meeting of the Council, date to be decided, second by Councilman Heath. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.
Department Head Reports: (Copies included with agenda package) 

Town Manager – Mr. Casey stated that the next agenda item was Department Reports.  He mentioned that Council had been provided a monthly finance report for their review.  

Town Clerk/Tax Collector – Mrs. Weiss thanked everyone for their prayers during her surgery and said that if there was anything she could do to make it easier for the new Councilmembers please do not hesitate to call on her.

Finance Officers – Mr. White had nothing to add to his report. 
Building Inspector. – Mr. Chambers had nothing to add to his report, but wanted to thank the town for the flowers that were sent to his mother’s funeral.

Recreation – Kelley Caldwell was not in attendance. 
Police Dept. – Chief Clark stated that he wanted to recognize Sgt. Lewis for all his efforts on the Taxi Cab Ordinance with the Town Attorney.

Fire/Rescue – Chief Figg informed the Council that the parking lot paving will be getting finished if the weather permits.

Water/Sewer – Clay Dulaney informed that the Jet Vac vehicle is here and the employees are getting trained on it. 

Public Works – Marty Mensch was not in attendance.

Fleet Maintenance
 - Jimmy Bristle had nothing to add to his report. 

Citizens Comments

There were no public comments during the second public comment period. 

Council Remarks: 

Mayor Garner thanked Jane Garner, Shelley Casey and Melinda Davis for the refreshments before the meeting.  Council expressed appreciation to the constituents for being present and employees for continuing to do a good job. Mrs. Bena Weires and Mr. Stephen Blizzard thanked the citizens and looked forward to working with the employees and Council. Council welcomed the new members to council. Councilwoman Weires thanked Eric Lindblade for working with the developers on the historical site at the Fort Benjamin property. Councilman Blunt asked Eric Lindblade to speak on the flag he brought.  Mr. Lindblade stated that the flag was flown at the Newport Barracks and formerly belonged to Lt. Theodore Peck and he is proud to have it.  Mayor Pro Tem Davis congratulated Mayor Derryl Garner on his tenth term. Council wished everyone a joyful and safe season.
Mayor Garner reminded everyone about the Christmas Parade this Sunday at 3pm and it will start down Johnson Street to Chatham Street and on to Howard Blvd. He thanked volunteers for a great job.  

Councilman Blunt moved to adjourn the meeting at 6:54 pm, second by Councilman Heath.  Vote: 5-0.    

Penny G. Weiss, CMC, CTC                                    
Derryl Garner

Clerk







Mayor
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