TOWN OF NEWPORT

Council Meeting

January 6th, 2009
Present: Mayor Derryl Garner, Mayor Pro Tem Kenneth Davis, Councilman Franklin Blunt, Councilman David Heath, Councilman Richard Kanuck, Councilman Jan Garber, Town Manager Richard Casey, and Town Attorney, Nelson Taylor and Derek Taylor. 
Mayor Garner called the monthly meeting for the Town of Newport to order at 6:00 pm. He asked David McCubbin of Boy Scout Troop 61 to lead the pledge of allegiance and Mayor Garner gave the invocation. 

Mayor Garner asked if there were any changes to the agenda. There were no changes. Councilman Heath made a motion to adopt the agenda as presented, second by Councilman Kanuck. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.

Mayor Garner asked for disposition of the minutes for the meetings of December 2nd, December 5th, and December 10th, 2008. There were two changes: December 2nd, meeting; page one, line 44 change Mayor Garber to “Mayor Garner”; and page 3, line 45 delete “unanimous”.  Mayor Pro Tem Davis moved to approve the minutes as corrected, second by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 5-0. 

Citizens Comments

Mayor Garner extended the courtesy of the podium to any constituents wishing to address the Council.  

David McCubbin of Troop #61 asked Council for the use of the Newport Community Park to have a Memorial Day Ceremony at 8:00 pm to honor our fallen soldiers and a Flag Retirement Ceremony.   Mr. Casey asked Mr. McCubbin to contact Frank Eagle to reserve the park.
Mr. Casey asked that Council make an appointment to the Local Firefighters’ Relief Fund Board.  The only individual who has expressed an interest or been recommended by the fire department or Council is Mr. Gilbert Slaughter.  He recommend Mr. Slaughter be appointed to the Board for a two-year term in accordance with the North Carolina General Statutes, Article 84. Councilman Kanuck moved to appoint Gilbert Slaughter to the Firefighters’ Relief Fund Board, second by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.
Mr. Casey said the next item on the agenda is that Council will be asked to approve a change to the Town’s Personnel Policy to allow an additional vacation day when Christmas Day falls on a Tuesday or Thursday.  He stated that this issue was tabled at last month’s regular Council meeting.  He recommended approval. Councilman Heath stated at a previous called meeting, Council chose to review this issue when we do a comprehensive overview of the Personnel Policy. Councilman Health moved to table this issue until a meeting is set to do a comprehensive overall review and included this as a part of that discussion, second by Councilman Garber.  Vote: unanimous, 5-0. 

Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda was the Heavy Equipment Lease Receipts Tax Ordinance. He stated that this will be the second reading on the ordinance levying a tax on gross receipts derived from retail short-term lease or rental of heavy equipment.  This ordinance is necessary due to a recent Act passed by the NC General Assembly that repealed the property tax on certain heavy equipment and authorized Municipalities to replace the lost revenue through a tax on gross receipts derived from the rental of that heavy equipment. He said our attorney has prepared the ordinance. He added that at last month’s regular meeting, a vote on this measure was 3-1 in favor with one member absent.  Since that did not constitute the required two-thirds majority of Council, another vote on the ordinance is required.  He recommended approval. Councilman Blunt moved to approve the Ordinance levying a tax on gross receipts derived from retail short-term lease or rental of heavy equipment, second by Councilman Kanuck. Vote: Motion passed 3 ayes (Kanuck, Blunt and Heath), 2 nays (Garber and Davis). 
Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda was that Council will be asked to approve a formal employee evaluation procedure.  Such a process is an important part of any human resources program and is required by our personnel policy.  The Town has lacked a clearly defined procedure to now.  This action satisfies the need to formalize the procedure through a standardized format.  This procedure has been reviewed and approved by department heads.  He recommended approval of the employee evaluation procedure as presented. Councilman Garber moved to approve the formal performance evaluation procedure as presented, second by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 5-0. 
Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda was that Council would be asked to approve a resolution expressing support for, and authorizing the Town Manager to submit, an application for grant funding from the NC Safe Routes to School Program.  A small group of volunteers and town staff members has been working hard to put the application together.  The intent is to use the funds to construct a pedestrian and bicycle pathway along East Chatham Street to connect the downtown area to the Newport Middle School.  This federally funded program is a 100% reimbursement program with no local match required.  He said that this resolution is a part of the application requirement and recommended approval. Councilman Blunt moved to approve the Resolution for support of the “Safe Routes to School” project application as presented, second by Mayor Pro Tem Davis. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.
Mayor Garner gave the "State of the Town Address" as we start the New Year 2009.  Attached is a copy for the minute book.
Department Head Reports: (Copies included with agenda package) 

Town Manager – Mr. Casey advised the Council that they have a copy of the financial report through the end of December 2008.
Town Clerk/Tax Collector – Ms. Weiss had nothing to add to her report. 

Finance Officers –  Mr. White had nothing to add to his report. 
Building Inspector. – Mr. Chambers had nothing to add to his report.  
Recreation – Kelley Caldwell had nothing to add to her report.
Police Dept. – Chief Clark had nothing to add to his report.  

Fire/Rescue – Chief Holt had nothing to add to his report.  

Water/Sewer – Clay Dulaney had nothing to add to his report.     
Buildings & Grounds – Marty Mensch had nothing to add to his report. 

Fleet Maintenance
 - Jimmy Bristle had nothing to add to his report.
Citizens Comments

There were none. 

Council Remarks: 

All Councilmembers expressed appreciation to the constituents for being present. They also thanked the staff for being at the meeting and for continuing to do a good job. Councilman Garber asked about the status of the emergency vehicle. Nelson Taylor replied that Ford Motor Company has submitted a proposed settlement of $15,000. Mayor Pro Tem Davis congratulated Marty Mensch, Josh Caviness and Jamie Boyd on the certification for pesticides. He also thanked Pat Truby on the detail of the sewer spill and Stacy Goff for his collections certification. He asked the Manager to send a letter of appreciation to Greg Henry Construction for the loads of rock he donated to the town.
Mayor Garner said at this time we need a motion to go into closed session and asked for a five minute recess. Councilman Blunt moved to go into closed session at 6:50 pm to discuss personnel, second by Councilman Kanuck. Vote: unanimous, 5-0. 
Council moved to go back into regular session at 7:25 pm.
Councilman Garber moved to adjourn at 7:30 pm, second by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 5-0. 
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