TOWN OF NEWPORT


Council Meeting

July 7th, 2009
Present: Mayor Derryl Garner, Mayor Pro Tem Kenneth Davis, Councilman Franklin Blunt, Councilman Richard Kanuck, Councilman David Heath, Councilman Jan Garber, Town Manager Richard Casey, Attorney, Nelson Taylor and Derek Taylor. 
Mayor Garner called the monthly meeting for the Town of Newport to order at 6:00 pm. He led the pledge of allegiance and gave the invocation. 

Mayor Garner asked if there were any changes to the agenda. There were none. Councilman Garber moved to adopt the agenda as presented, second by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.

Mayor Garner asked for disposition of the minutes for the meetings of June 2nd, June 9th, and June 30th, 2009. There were no changes.  Councilman Kanuck moved to approve the minutes as presented, second by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 5-0. 

Citizens Comments

Mayor Garner extended the courtesy of the podium to any constituents wishing to address the Council.  
Mayor Garner recognized Mr. Virgil Day, Jr., who inquired about the Newport Taxicab Company. He stated that he used the taxicab and hated to see it not be available. He also added that “some of us depend on the taxi and it is very valuable.”  
Mayor Garner recognized Mr. Casey for the rest of the agenda.  Mr. Casey asked Council to change the regularly scheduled meeting date of Tuesday, August 4th, at 6:00pm to Wednesday, August 5th, at 6:00 pm due to “National Night Out.” Councilman Heath moved to change the regular scheduled meeting as requested, second by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 5-0. 

Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is a public hearing on the Newport Taxi Company.  He said that the Newport Police Department has cited reasons to revoke the company's Certificate of Convenience and Necessity.  Specifically, the police have cited the company for failure to report an accident and violations of state or federal laws regarding narcotic drugs.  Chapter 18 of the Town Code, Vehicles for Hire, requires a public hearing before the certificate can be revoked.  Council has the right to revoke the certificate or to condition revocation upon compliance with its order within any time limit fixed by it.  Pending the results of the public hearing, the Manager recommended that Council revoke the Certificate of Convenience and Necessity for the Newport Taxi Company. Mayor Garner declared the public hearing opened and stated that this public hearing has been duly announced and posted.  He asked if there was anyone here who wished to speak please raise their hand.  There was no response. He stated that Mr. Day spoke earlier and asked again if there was anyone else. Mr. Casey recognized Chief Clark. Chief Clark confirmed the accident and violation and said that this will not be tolerated.
Mayor Pro Tem Davis asked if the owner was here tonight.  He was not.   Mayor Pro Tem Davis asked that this be on the record.  Mayor Garner declared the public hearing closed.  Mayor Pro Tem Davis moved to revoke the Certificate of Convenience and Necessity for the Newport Taxi Company in the corporate limits as presented, second by Councilman Garber. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.
Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is that Council would be asked to reset the date and time of a public hearing on the proposed annexation of real property located at 593 Chatham Street. This is a voluntary, contiguous annexation.  This public hearing was previously scheduled by Council to take place July 7th, but we neglected to advertise the hearing.  Therefore, we must reschedule it.  He recommended the public hearing be scheduled for August 5, 2009 at 6:00pm or as soon thereafter as the Council may hear the matter at the Newport Town Hall. Councilman Kanuck moved to set the public hearing date for August 5th, at 6:00 pm or as soon thereafter as the Council may hear the matter at the Newport Town Hall for the purpose of annexation of property located at 593 East Chatham Street, owned by J. E. Waddell, second by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.

Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is that Council would be asked to approve a new Water and Sewer Rate policy. This policy is proposed at the suggestion of Councilman Garber who recognizes a need to have an established policy for the annual adjustment of water and sewer rates.  This policy directly links changes in rates to the consumer price index for water and sewer and trash collection services, but allows for flexibility in setting the rates based on unusual economic conditions or the specific needs of the enterprise fund.  This item was tabled at the June 2nd Council meeting in order for Council members to have the opportunity to speak to citizens about this topic. He recommended approval of this policy. Councilman Heath moved to table the Water and Sewer Rate policy until the January 2010 meeting to see how the economy performs the end of the year, second by Councilman Kanuck. Discussion: Councilman Garber asked what the economy had to do with this if it goes up or down.  Councilman Heath replied that he did not think it was irrelevant.  Vote: 3 ayes (Davis, Kanuck and Heath), and 2 nays (Blunt, Garber) motion carried to revisit at January 2010 meeting.
Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is that Council would be asked to authorize a written request to the County Board of Elections for a mixed beverage election.  The request for such an election was presented to the Planning Board in April by Ms. April Pike and Mr. Johnny Kucinski.  The Planning Board voted to recommend that Council pursue a referendum to allow mixed beverages in Commercial Highway zoning areas within the Town's zoning jurisdiction.  In accordance with the general statutes, the ballot for a mixed beverage election shall state the proposition as follows:  "To permit the sale of mixed beverages in hotels, restaurants, private clubs, community theaters, and convention centers."  We will request the election be conducted on Election Day, November 3, 2009.  He recommended that Council authorize a written request for a mixed beverage election in accordance with NC General Statute Chapter 18B, Article 6.  He stated that Council was provided with copies of applicable parts of the statute. Councilman Garber moved to authorize a written request to the County Board of Elections for a mixed beverage election and to be conducted on Election Day, November 3, 2009, second by Councilman Kanuck. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.
Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is that Council would be asked to approve a budget amendment to the FY 2008/2009 budget.  The amendment adds $39,006 to the fire and rescue district fund revenues, ambulance transport fees, and the same amount to the fire and rescue district fund expenditures authorized, operations.  These funds were received as Medicaid reimbursement.  He recommended approval of this budget amendment.  Mayor Pro Tem Davis moved to approve the budget amendment as presented, second Councilman Blunt.  Vote: unanimous, 5-0.
Department Head Reports: (Copies included with agenda package) 

Town Manager – Mr. Casey advised the Council that they have a copy of the financial report. He also announced that the Planning Board has decided to change its meeting date to the third Monday of each month instead of the fourth Monday.  He added that the reasons are to allow more time between Planning Board and Council meetings, and for the convenience of Planning Board members.  The members of the board want to know if any members of Council object to this change.  If there are no objections, the change will take effect at the September meeting. 

Town Clerk/Tax Collector – Ms. Weiss had nothing to add to her report. 

Finance Officers – Mr. White had nothing to add to his report. 
Building Inspector. – Mr. Chambers updated Council on his report reference picking up signs around town and cleaning up rented mobile homes and rented apartments. 

Recreation – Kelley Caldwell had nothing to add to her report.
Police Dept. – Chief Clark informed everyone about National Night Out on the 4th, of August and hoped to see everyone there.  

Fire/Rescue – Chief Figg thanked Jimmy and Marty for their help at the Fire Department.   

Water/Sewer – Clay Dulaney had nothing to add to his report.     
Public Works – Marty Mensch did not attend the meeting.  

Fleet Maintenance
 - Jimmy Bristle had nothing to add to his report. 
Citizens Comments

There were none. 
Council Remarks: 

Council expressed appreciation to the constituents for being present and employees for doing a good job. Councilman Blunt complimented the Fire Department on its appearance and the Police Department on doing a good job.  Mayor Garner stated that the Manager, Michelle Benton, our Engineer and Clay Dulaney were working on the Special Order by Consent. Councilman Heath informed everyone that the Alumni Association was moving out of the Railroad Building and going to the old Nationwide Insurance building on Chatham Street in front of the Elementary School and encouraged people to come and visit. He added that donations would be appreciated.  Mayor Pro Tem Davis stated that he would help Mr. Day if he needed and informed Council that he had talked with and received emails from 75 to 100 citizens and that some were adequately opposed and some stronger than others to the water/sewer rate policy. He suggested that there be a five member study commission to assist the Manager and come back to the board with a recommendation and maybe include the whole Water/Sewer Enterprise fund. He also added that there might be some areas in the water/sewer department that needed micro–managing. 
Mayor Garner stated that if there is nothing else to come before the Council, he would entertain a motion to adjourn. Meeting was adjourned at 6:50 pm. 
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