TOWN OF NEWPORT


Council Meeting

June 2nd, 2009
Present: Mayor Derryl Garner, Mayor Pro Tem Kenneth Davis, Councilman Franklin Blunt, Councilman Richard Kanuck, Councilman David Heath, Councilman Jan Garber, Town Manager Richard Casey, Attorney, Nelson Taylor and Derek Taylor. 
Mayor Garner called the monthly meeting for the Town of Newport to order at 6:00 pm. He led the pledge of allegiance and after a moment of silence for Gary Carter, he asked County Commissioner Wade Nelms to give the invocation. 

Mayor Garner read a letter that he received and copied for Council from the American Legion recognizing our Police Chief Jeff Clark for being the winner of the “Officer of the Year”. He commended Chief Clark for the award.  

Mayor Garner asked if there were any changes to the agenda. There were none. Councilman Blunt moved to adopt the agenda as presented, second by Councilman Garber. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.

Mayor Garner asked for disposition of the minutes for the meetings of May 5th, and May 14th, 2009. There were no changes.  Councilman Garber moved to approve the minutes as presented, second by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 5-0. 

Citizens Comments

Mayor Garner extended the courtesy of the podium to any constituents wishing to address the Council.  
Mayor Garner recognized Mr. Tim Heaney, 1633 New Bern Street, who inquired about the water/sewer rates being raised 6% and tax rate increased by 2 cents this budget year; he asked where did the money go; and why we need to increase the rates again this year.  Councilman Garber said that the water/sewer fund by law has to pay for all maintenance and support required to operate this department. General Fund can’t support the Water/Sewer operations. He added that he didn’t want to see the rates go up either but this is affecting all of us.  Mr. Heaney was also concerned about the spending and asked if the spending was being monitored enough.  He had information from 1999 and asked why we could not do like other towns around us and not have increases. He asked Council to not raise the rates and thanked them.
Mayor Garner recognized Mrs. Josie Mullins who described problems some of the Little League parents have been having with the Little League Board of Directors.  She understands that the Council doesn't have any input in this situation and she doesn't expect the Council to take any action.  She just wanted Council to be aware of what she and some other parents consider poor behavior on the part of the directors.
Mayor Garner recognized Amber Nead who passed out a flyer and invited Council and all present to a “Free Family Fun Day” sponsored by Carteret County 4-H Centennial Celebration Committee Saturday, June 6, 9 am to 12 noon at Swinson Park, Country Club Road to join the fun and learn more about 4-H.  Ms. Nead also welcomed everyone to a Flag Day Ceremony on June 14, 2009 at 6:30 pm at the Newport Town Park to properly retire worn American Flags, which is sponsored by the Newport Roadrunners 4-H Club.
Mayor Garner then recognized Manager, Richard Casey. Mr. Casey stated that the public hearing is on the proposed 2009/2010 budget. Pending the results of the public hearing, a vote on the budget adoption would be appropriate. 
Mayor Garner stated that the public hearing has been duly announced, scheduled and posted on the bulletin board and he declared the public hearing to be opened.  He said at this time he asked for anyone who wished to speak to raise their hand. There was one response; Tim Heaney asked not to raise the water/sewer rates and taxes. Mayor Garner asked if there were any others who wished to speak and no one else responded. Mayor Pro Tem Davis moved to close the public hearing, second by Councilman Blunt, vote: unanimous, 5-0.  
Mayor Garner asked if there was a motion to approve the 2009-2010 Budget as presented. Councilman Blunt moved to approve the 2009-2010 Budget, second by Councilman Garber.  Vote: Mayor asked for a raise of hands, 3 ayes (Garber, Kanuck, and Blunt), 2 nays (Heath, Davis).  Town Attorney, Nelson Taylor stated that this would be a first reading because there was not a two/thirds majority and informed that Council needed to set a time and date for a second reading. 
Councilman Blunt moved to set a Special Meeting for June 9th, 2009 at 5 pm for the purpose of the 2009-2010 Budget Ordinance, second by Councilman Garber. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.

Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is that Council would be asked to adopt a resolution directing the Town Clerk to investigate the sufficiency of a petition to annex real property located at 593 Chatham Street.  This is a voluntary, contiguous annexation.  Pending the Clerk's findings, Council will be asked to set a public hearing date on the proposed annexation.  He recommended that the public hearing be scheduled for July 7, 2009 at 6:15pm at the Newport Town Hall. Councilman Blunt moved to pass a Resolution Directing the Clerk to Investigate the Sufficiency of a Petition, second by Council Kanuck. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.
The Manager stated the next step of the process is for the Clerk to present the Council her findings with the Certificate of Sufficiency. The Clerk presented to Council the Certificate of Sufficiency signed and sealed.

The Manager stated that the final action was for Council to set a date for the public hearing on the contiguous annexation and he suggested the date of July 7th, 2009 at 6:15 pm.  Councilman Blunt moved to set the public hearing date for July 7th, at 6.15 pm for the purpose of annexation of property located at 593 East Chatham Street, owned by J. E. Waddell, second by Councilman Heath. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.

Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is that Council would be asked to schedule a public hearing on the Newport Taxi Company. The Newport Police Department has cited numerous reasons to revoke the company's Certificate of Convenience and Necessity.  Chapter 18 of the Town Code, Vehicles for Hire, requires a public hearing before the certificate can be revoked.  He recommended that the public hearing be scheduled for July 7, 2009 at the Newport Town Hall immediately following the public hearing scheduled for 6:15pm. Councilman Blunt moved to set a public hearing for July 7, 2009 at the Newport Town Hall immediately following the public hearing scheduled for 6:15 pm, second by Councilman Garber. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.
Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is that Council would be asked to declare as surplus property a 1996 ambulance, EMS-6.  We intend to sell the vehicle as a utility vehicle, not as an ambulance.  We will remove any equipment that we might find useful to the Town prior to resale.  He recommended approval. Councilman Blunt moved to declare the 1996 Ford Ambulance, VIN # 1FDKE30F1THB31066, (EMS-6) as surplus property, second by Councilman Garber. Discussion: Councilman Heath asked how the selling of the surplus property worked. Mr. Casey said we will advertise for bids and set a date to open them and the highest bid gets the property. Vote: unanimous, 5-0. 
Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is that Council would be asked to approve a new Water and Sewer Rate policy. This policy is proposed at the suggestion of Councilman Garber who recognizes a need to have an established policy for the annual adjustment of water and sewer rates.  The policy directly links changes in rates to the consumer price index for water and sewer and trash collection services, but allows for flexibility in setting the rates based on unusual economic conditions or the specific needs of the enterprise fund.  He recommended approval.  Mayor Pro Tem Davis asked that this item be tabled to the next Council meeting on July 7th, until Council has had chance to speak more with the citizens on this matter, second by Council Heath. Vote: unanimous, 5-0. 

Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is that Council would be asked to approve a budget amendment.  The amendment adds $27,296.06 to the fire and rescue district fund revenues, loan proceeds, and the same amount to the fire and rescue district fund expenditures authorized, operations.  The funds were received as a loan from First Citizens bank for the recent purchases of the ambulances.  He recommended approval of the budget amendment. Councilman Kanuck moved to approve the budget amendment as presented, second Councilman Blunt.  Vote: unanimous, 5-0.
Department Head Reports: (Copies included with agenda package) 

Town Manager – Mr. Casey advised the Council that they have a copy of the financial report. Mr. Casey thanked County Commissioner Wade Nelms for his support during the Fire and EMS district budget discussions with the County. Mr. Casey stated that his door is always open and he invited Tim Heaney or any citizens to his office anytime and he would answer any questions and go through the budget line by line if needed.  
Town Clerk/Tax Collector – Ms. Weiss had nothing to add to her report. 

Finance Officers – Mr. White had nothing to add to his report. 
Building Inspector. – Mr. Chambers had nothing to add to his report. 

Recreation – Kelley Caldwell informed everyone that Brenda Harris Vice-Chairman of the Recreation Advisory Committee has called a meeting on Monday, June 8th, 2009 at 7 pm.  
Police Dept. – Chief Clark had nothing to add to his report.  

Fire/Rescue – Chief Figg had nothing to add to his report.   

Water/Sewer – Clay Dulaney had nothing to add to his report.     
Public Works – Marty Mensch had nothing to add to his report.  

Fleet Maintenance
 - Jimmy Bristle had nothing to add to his report. 
Citizens Comments

Tim Heaney stood up and asked Council again, not to raise the tax and water/sewer rates.
Council Remarks: 

Council expressed appreciation to the constituents for being present and congratulated Chief Clark on his award. Councilmembers Garber, Kanuck and Blunt thanked the staff for being at the meeting and for doing a good job. Councilman Garber stated that he has been here a very short time and has learned a lot. He added that this was a very difficult budget this year and we had to make some very deep cuts. Councilman Kanuck stated that 3 or 4 years ago Council decided to lower the tax rate 3 cents and “it has come to bite us.” Councilman Blunt said that this is a good budget with lots of hard work, lots of cuts and he has no problem with increasing the tax rate or the water/sewer rates because this is what we need to do this year. Councilman Heath thanked the citizens for coming.  Mayor Pro Tem Davis stated he wished to remain silent.  
Mayor Garner stated that if there is nothing else to come before the Council, he would entertain a motion to adjourn. Meeting was adjourned at 7:04 pm. 
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