 TOWN OF NEWPORT

Council Meeting

March 12th, 2009
Present: Mayor Derryl Garner, Mayor Pro Tem Kenneth Davis, Councilman Richard Kanuck, Councilman Jan Garber, Councilman Blunt, Councilman David Heath, Town Manager Richard Casey. 

Mayor Garner called the special meeting for the Town of Newport to order for the purpose of a Budget Workshop session at 4:00 pm. The meeting had been duly announced and advertised in the Carteret County News Times. 
Mayor Garner recognized the Manager, Richard Casey. Mr. Casey stated that this is the second of a series of meetings being held. Mr. Casey stated that the purpose of today’s meeting is to receive guidance and answer questions from Council, and specifically to discuss the Fire and Rescue District Fund Budget and the Water and Sewer Enterprise Fund Budget.
He informed the Council that the documents he passed out will be discussed today. He stated the first one is a five-page spread sheet that details the Fire and Rescue District Budget form that the County requires us to fill out for the Fire Commission. He also provided a two-page summary of the revenues and expenditures statement through February.  County has advised us already that the Fire District tax is 7 cents and they will not be raising taxes this year.  They also informed us that our estimated 2009-2010 Ad Valorem Tax revenue will be $324,000. Mr. Casey went through the line items thoroughly.  The $32,000 paving money for the Fire Department is in the 2009/2010 budget.  
After a thorough discussion, Council asked for a completed Budget to Actual for 07/08 and 08/09 so they can see the difference in the figures. The Manager stated that when Tim White, the Finance Officer returns to work on Monday, he will get the information for Council. Mayor Garner asked if Council had any questions at this time. There were none.
Mr. Casey stated that at this time we will move to the Water/Sewer Enterprise Fund Budget.  He stated that Clay Dulaney presented Council a two-page 2009/2010 Utility Budget Notes which apply to the line items to be discussed. Mr. Casey provided the projected revenues/expenditures for next year and the summary of the revenues and expenditures statement on the current year through February 2009.  Mr. Casey informed Council that he had incorporated a 6% increase in the water/sewer rates for next year. 
A review of each line item followed. Mayor Garner thanked Clay Dulaney for being here. After discussion, Mayor Garner asked if Council had any questions at this time. There were none.
Councilman Garber requested a bi-weekly report on the water/sewer plant expansion update from the engineer. Mr. Casey informed Council that Clay, the Mayor and he will be going to Wilmington to discuss a Special Order of Consent (SOC) on Monday.   
Mayor Garner reminded Council about the next budget meeting on Thursday, March 26th, 2009 at 4 pm.  

Following a period of worthwhile discussion to the satisfaction of all present, Councilman Blunt moved to adjourn the meeting at 6:03 pm, second by Councilman Garber. Vote: unanimous, 5-0. 

Penny Weiss, CMC, CTC




Derryl Garner

Certified Municipal Clerk
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