 TOWN OF NEWPORT

Council Meeting

March 26th, 2009
Present: Mayor Derryl Garner, Mayor Pro Tem Kenneth Davis, Councilman Jan Garber, Councilman Frank Blunt, Councilman David Heath, Town Manager Richard Casey. Absent: Councilman Richard Kanuck.
Mayor Garner called the special meeting for the Town of Newport to order for the purpose of a Budget Workshop session at 4:00 pm. The meeting had been duly announced and advertised in the Carteret County News Times. 
Mayor Garner recognized the Manager, Richard Casey. Mr. Casey stated that this is the third in a series of meetings to be held. The purpose of this meeting, he explained, is for Council to provide guidance, and ask questions of the Department Heads and Manager. 

Mr. Casey informed the Council that the documents he passed out will be discussed today. He stated the documents passed out include a 6% increase on Water/Sewer rates, Debt Service on Outstanding Principal and Interest Payments for each fund, Revenue Projections and current Budget to Actual through March 25, 2009. 
Mr. Casey stated that at this time he wished to go through the Public Works Department and Powell Bill budgets by line item followed by the Fleet Maintenance Department and Police Department Budgets.  After going line item by line item, Marty Mensch, Public Works Supervisor, Jimmy Bristle, Fleet Maintenance, and Jeff Clark, Police Chief, answered any and all questions presented from the Council. Mayor Garner thanked Marty Mensch, Jimmy Bristle and Jeff Clark for being here. 
Mr. Casey asked Jimmy Bristle, Fleet Maintenance Chief, to discuss the purchase of a used ambulance. Jimmy Bristle said that the FF/Paramedic staff at the Fire Department had no complaints about this EMS Unit that we are currently renting and had gone over it thoroughly. Mr. Casey recommended that we purchase this 2000 Freightliner FL60 from Northwestern Emergency Vehicles. Councilman Blunt moved to purchase the 2000 Freightliner FL60 from Northwestern Emergency Vehicles, second by Councilman Heath. Discussion: Mayor Pro Tem Davis asked if there was a car fax report done on this vehicle. Jimmy Bristle said no.  Councilman Blunt amended his motion to add that the purchase be contingent on a satisfactory Car Fax report.  Vote: 4-0, 1 absent.
After discussion, Mayor Garner asked if Council had any more questions at this time. There were none.

Mr. Casey reminded Council about the next budget meeting on Thursday, April 9th, 2009 at 4 pm. Discussion will focus on Total Revenues, Benefit Comparisons, Water/Sewer rates and the remaining Departments of Administration and Governing Body budgets.  
Following a period of worthwhile discussion to the satisfaction of all present, the budget meeting was adjourned at 5:23 pm. 

Penny Weiss, CMC, CTC




Derryl Garner

Certified Municipal Clerk
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