TOWN OF NEWPORT

Council Meeting

March 3rd, 2009
Present: Mayor Derryl Garner, Mayor Pro Tem Kenneth Davis, Councilman Franklin Blunt, Councilman David Heath, Councilman Richard Kanuck, Councilman Jan Garber, Town Manager Richard Casey, and Town Attorney, Nelson Taylor and Derek Taylor. 
Mayor Garner called the monthly meeting for the Town of Newport to order at 6:00 pm. He led the pledge of allegiance and gave the invocation. 

Mayor Garner asked if there were any changes to the agenda. There were no changes. Councilman Heath made a motion to adopt the agenda as presented, second by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.

Mayor Garner asked for disposition of the minutes for the meetings of February 3rd, and February 26th, 2009. There were no changes.  Councilman Garber moved to approve the minutes as presented, second by Councilman Kanuck. Vote: unanimous, 5-0. 

Citizens Comments

Mayor Garner extended the courtesy of the podium to any constituents wishing to address the Council.  
Gary Carter, representative of the Newport Little League, thanked the Council for their support. He stated that this is the 54th year for the Newport Little League and there are 162 players involved at the present time. He extended an invitation to Council and citizens of Newport to attend a ceremony dedicating a flag pole that was donated by the Woodman of the World (WOW) at 6: pm on March 28th, 2009 at the Little League ball field. 
D. A. Ballou thanked Bob Chambers and his staff for helping him. He stated that he had a land lease agreement with Fort Benjamin Commons LLC, the 51 acres adjacent to Hibbs Road and Highway 70 and was looking into forming a fair ground facility. He stated that he was here tonight to ask permission to put up banners for advertising. Mayor Garner asked Mr. Chambers to respond to this.  Mr. Chambers stated that the Zoning Ordinance requires that Council approve signs to be put on the right-of-ways for a period of time. Mr. Chambers stated that the event is on April 24 and 25, and the banners should be up 30 days prior to the date of the event. Mayor Garner asked what kind of event is on April 24 and 25.  Mr. Ballou stated that he has entered into a contract with Jason Roberts Rodeo Company and he is going to bring a Bull Riding Competition/Rodeo with all the events for a family entertainment weekend with no alcohol.  Councilman Kanuck moved to approve that banners be posted at the Manager’s discretion 30 days prior to the event, second by Councilman Blunt. Discussion: Councilman Heath asked about removal of the signs after the event. Mr. Ballou stated that the signs will be removed within a couple (2) days after the event. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.
Mayor Garner then recognized Manager, Richard Casey for the remaining items on the agenda.

Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is that Council is asked to order the Town Tax Collector to advertise the unpaid property taxes for the current fiscal year that are liens on real property.  Notice has been sent to affected property owners in accordance with the general statutes.  A notice of the liens will be posted in Town Hall and published in the Carteret County News Times on March 13, 2009.  He recommends approval of the order. Councilman Garber moved to order the Town Tax Collector to advertise the unpaid property taxes for 2008, second by Councilman Blunt. Mayor Pro Tem Davis asked what the total of these unpaid taxes is. Penny Weiss, Tax Collector stated $47,512. She stated that this figure was base amounts only with no penalties and interest.  Vote: unanimous, 5-0. 
Mr. Casey stated that next on the agenda is that Council will be asked to approve a budget ordinance amendment.  He said that the amendment is necessary due to the Town receiving $84,911 from Ford Motor Company for EMS-1.  The funds will be recorded as miscellaneous revenue in the Fire and Rescue District Fund and also as Fire and Rescue District Fund Expenditures Authorized, Operations.  He recommended approval of this budget amendment. Councilman Kanuck moved to approve the budget amendment as presented, second by Mayor Pro Tem Davis. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.
Mr. Casey stated the next item is that Council will be asked to consider a potential appointment to the Eastern Carolina Council General Membership Board.  Mr. Blunt is currently the town's appointee, but he has expressed a desire to give someone else the opportunity.  Municipal appointments don't have to be a Council member.  In fact, the ECC has indicated that it's helpful if a municipality appoints a private sector business owner or partner.  The Board meets twice a year in January and June in New Bern.  The primary responsibility of the Board is to recommend how ECC program funds are allocated.  Council postponed discussion to consider a potential appointment to the Eastern Carolina Council General Membership Board until our next meeting in April. 
Mr. Casey asked Council to postpone action on the Substance Abuse Policy.  He stated that our attorney has presented us with more comprehensive policy statements that we would like to study and consider and hope to be ready for adoption at our next meeting.  Council was all in favor to postpone the Substance Abuse Policy to our next meeting in April. 
Department Head Reports: (Copies included with agenda package) 

Town Manager – Mr. Casey advised the Council that they have a copy of the financial report closing out on February 25, 2009.  He stated that he was half way through conducting interviews for the Fire Chief position. He reminded Council and the public of the next budget meeting Thursday, March 12th, at 4pm, we will be discussing the Water/Sewer Enterprise Fund and also the Fire/Rescue District Fund. 
Town Clerk/Tax Collector – Ms. Weiss had nothing to add to her report. 

Finance Officers – Mr. White had nothing to add to his report. 
Building Inspector. – Mr. Chambers updated Council on the minimal housing Nuisance Ordinance enforcement. He stated that there were 5 dwellings that are in the process of being demolished and 1 dwelling is being repaired. 
Recreation – Kelley Caldwell had nothing to add to her report.  
Police Dept. – Chief Clark had nothing to add to his report.  

Fire/Rescue – Joe Cunningham had nothing to add to his report.  

Water/Sewer – Clay Dulaney thanked Marty Mensch and the Public Works Department on a team effort in getting the Bayberry Road sidewalk project completed.     
Public Works – No one was in attendance.  

Fleet Maintenance
 - Jimmy Bristle stated that he was looking for a replacement for EMS-1.
Councilman Blunt asked if Gary Carter would like to comment on a sign that the Recreation Advisory Commission is looking into.  Mr. Carter stated that the Recreation Advisory Committee is looking into the possibility of getting an electronic sign.  He said that they had some quotes, but we’re waiting on some more information on having writing on both sides and will discuss that at the next meeting. There was some discussion from Council on the price of the signs. Mr. Carter added that the Recreation Advisory Commission to purchase 4 new 4’ X 8’ tables and 32 new chairs that are at the Community Building.  Councilman Garber asked when the new ambulance would be arriving. Joe Cunningham replied within 90 days.

Citizens Comments


There were none. 

Council Remarks: 

All Councilmembers expressed appreciation to the constituents for being present. They also thanked the staff for being at the meeting and for continuing to do a good job. 
Councilman Blunt moved to adjourn at 7:20 pm, second by Councilman Kanuck.  Vote: unanimous, 5-0. 

Penny Weiss, CMC, CTC




Derryl Garner

Certified Municipal Clerk




Mayor
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