TOWN OF NEWPORT

Council Meeting

May 5th, 2009
Present: Mayor Derryl Garner, Mayor Pro Tem Kenneth Davis, Councilman Franklin Blunt, Councilman David Heath, Councilman Jan Garber, Town Manager Richard Casey, and Attorney, Derek Taylor. Absent: Councilman Richard Kanuck. 
Mayor Garner called the monthly meeting for the Town of Newport to order at 6:00 pm. He led the pledge of allegiance and gave the invocation. 

Mayor Garner asked if there were any changes to the agenda. There were none. Councilman Blunt moved to adopt the agenda as presented, second by Councilman Garber. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent.

Mayor Garner asked for disposition of the minutes for the meetings of April 7th, April 9th, and April 23rd, 2009. There were no changes.  Councilman Heath moved to approve the minutes as presented, second by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent. 

Citizens Comments

Mayor Garner extended the courtesy of the podium to any constituents wishing to address the Council.  There were none. 
Mayor Garner then recognized Manager, Richard Casey for the Public Hearing. Mr. Casey stated that the public hearing was set for 6:15 and asked to move to the next item on the agenda until that time.
Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is that Council would be asked to make an appointment to the Eastern Carolina Council General Membership Board.  He said that this topic has been postponed from previous meetings in anticipation of receiving additional applications from interested citizens.  Only two applications have been received.  He recommended that Council appoint Mr. Jan Garber to the ECC General Membership Board for calendar year 2009. Councilman Blunt moved to appoint Jan Garber to the Eastern Carolina Council General Membership Board for the calendar year 2009, second by Mayor Pro Tem Davis. Discussion: Councilman Heath asked if this appointment is in conflict with the Planning Board appointment. Mr. Casey said no. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent. 

Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is that Council will be asked to make two appointments to the Planning Board. He asked that Bob Benedict be appointed to a three-year term to expire April 2012 and second, Jan Garber be appointed to a three-year term to expire February 2012.  He recommended approval of these appointments. Councilman Blunt moved to appoint Jan Garber and Bob Benedict to the Planning Board as presented, second by Mayor Pro Tem Davis. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent.

Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is that Council will be asked to set a public hearing for the Fiscal Year 2009/2010 budget. He recommended the public hearing be scheduled for June 2, 2009 at 6:15pm at the Newport Town Hall. Councilman Garber moved to set a public hearing on June 2, 2009 at 6:15pm at the Newport Town Hall for the purpose of the 2009/2010 budget, second by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1absent.

Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is that Council will be asked to approve two changes to the Town Personnel Policy.  The first change is to provide for 10 annual vacation days for employees who have less than two years of service with the town.  The current number of vacation days allowed to these employees is six.  This change aligns our policy more closely with other nearby local governments as well as the state and federal governments.  The second change is to allow an additional paid holiday to employees when Christmas Day falls on a Tuesday or Thursday.  This change also aligns our policy more closely with others and will provide our employees the same total number of paid holidays as the County and most of the municipalities in the county.  He recommended approval of these policy changes. 

Councilman Heath asked that this item be postponed until Council has chance to look at everything including wage comparisons. Mr. Casey stated that he had given Council the information in their mailboxes and emailed Councilman Heath’s to him.  Councilman Heath stated that he has not seen the information.  Mr. Casey said that the data sheets were available for Council to review now. He said that Newport’s compensation figures were below average.  After a review of the data, Councilman Blunt moved to change the personnel policy as presented, second by Councilman Garber. Vote: 3 ayes (Garber, Heath, and Blunt) and 1 nay (Davis) and 1 absent (Kanuck), motion passed.    

Mayor Pro Tem Davis moved to excuse Councilman Kanuck from the meeting, second by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 4-0. 

Mr. Casey stated that at this time we will begin the public hearing. He stated that this public hearing is on the proposed amendment to the Subdivision Regulations.  The amendment has been reviewed by our attorney and approved by the Planning Board.  He recommended approval of the amendment to the Subdivision Regulations as presented. He said that Bob Chambers has presented a memo to the Council on Section 7-3.13 b. Fire Hydrant and he recommended this change as presented.
Mayor Garner stated that the public hearing has been duly announced, scheduled and posted on the bulletin board and he declared the public hearing to be opened.  He said at this time he would ask who wished to speak to raise their hand. There was no response, so he asked a second time. Councilman Blunt moved to close the public hearing, second by Councilman Garber, vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent.  
Councilman Heath moved to approve the Subdivision Regulations and amendment from Bob Chambers to be included as presented, second by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent. Councilman Garber thanked Mr. Chambers on a good job and a lot of hard work and time on this document.

Department Head Reports: (Copies included with agenda package) 

Town Manager – Mr. Casey advised the Council that they have a copy of the financial report for the month of April 2009.  He reminded Council that the next budget meeting will be Thursday, May 14th, at 4pm. He added that at that meeting he will be presenting the 2009-2010 Budget and Budget Message to Council in accordance with the General Statutes.  Mayor Garner commended Tim White, the Finance Officer on a very professional and detailed Financial Report.   
Town Clerk/Tax Collector – Ms. Weiss had nothing to add to her report. 

Finance Officers – Mr. White had nothing to add to his report. 
Building Inspector. – Mr. Chambers had nothing to add to his report. 

Recreation – Kelley Caldwell was out of town.  
Police Dept. – Chief Clark had nothing to add to his report.  

Fire/Rescue – Chief Figg said that the new ambulance was here and in use.  

Water/Sewer – Clay Dulaney informed the Council that the new well was put online and was doing well.     
Public Works – Marty Mensch had nothing to add to his report.  

Fleet Maintenance
 - Jimmy Bristle had nothing to add to his report. 
Citizens Comments

None at this time. 
Council Remarks: 

All Councilmembers expressed appreciation to the constituents for being present. They also thanked the staff for being at the meeting and for continuing to do a good job.  Mayor Garner thanked Mayor Pro Tem Davis for getting the prizes for the Family Day this past Saturday and he was glad to see everyone there. Councilman Garber asked Chief Figg to bring the new ambulance to the next Council meeting if not on an emergency call so those that attend can see it.
Mayor Garner stated that if there is nothing else to come before the Council, he would entertain a motion to adjourn. Councilman Blunt moved to adjourn at 6:31pm, second by Councilman Heath.  Vote: unanimous, 4-0, I absent. 
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