TOWN OF NEWPORT


Council Meeting

October 6th, 2009
Present: Mayor Derryl Garner, Mayor Pro Tem Kenneth Davis, Councilman Richard Kanuck, Councilman Franklin Blunt, Councilman David Heath, Councilman Jan Garber, Town Manager Richard Casey, Attorney, Nelson Taylor and Derek Taylor. 
Mayor Garner called the monthly meeting for the Town of Newport to order at 6:00 pm. Mayor Garner led the pledge of allegiance and Councilman Heath gave the invocation. 

Mayor Garner asked if there were any changes to the agenda. Councilman Heath asked to add item “10a. Yard Debris Pick-up.” Councilman Blunt moved to adopt the agenda as amended, second by Councilman Kanuck. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.  

Mayor Garner asked for disposition of the minutes for the meeting of September 1st, 2009. There were no changes.  Mayor Pro Tem Davis moved to approve the minutes as presented, second by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 5-0. 

Citizens Comments

Mayor Garner extended the courtesy of the podium to any constituents wishing to address the Council.  There were none.  
Mayor Garner recognized Angela Clark, Chairperson of the Newport Hoot-N-Nanny, and Chairperson of the Newport Parade.   Mayor Garner said that Kelley Caldwell would be the contact person for those who wish to participate in the Parade at the Town Hall (252) 223-3733. Mrs. Clark said they could also email her at newportparade@yahoo.com. She added that the Newport Elementary and Newport Middle Schools are collecting candy and the class that collects the most candy will receive $100 for a party.  She also added that the Newport Food Lion is doing a candy drive. When anyone purchases a candy bar Food Lion will give the Hoot-n-Nanny one free.  Ms. Clark said that she needs volunteers.  If anyone wishes to help, it would be appreciated.
Mayor Garner recognized Mr. Casey for the rest of the agenda. 
Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda was that Council will be asked to fill a vacancy on the Newport Recreation Advisory Commission.  Five individuals have applied for the position.  We have a ballot available for Council to fill out.  We will ask for votes until we have a clear majority winner.  At the September meeting vote, we did not get a majority vote. A ballot was available for Council to fill out.  Mr. Casey passed out ballots. After one ballot, Council moved to appoint Kim Nead to the Newport Recreation Advisory Commission, vote unanimous, 5-0. Mayor Garner commended those that wished to serve. 
Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is that Council would be asked to set   a public hearing on the rezoning of the Ballou Enterprises, Inc. property at the east end of  Fort Benjamin Road. The 44.8 acres is currently zoned R-20, R-15 and IW.  The applicant is seeking to have the entire property zoned R-20.  The Planning Board recommends approval.  Councilman Garber moved to set the public hearing on November 3, 2009 at the Newport Town Hall at 6:00pm or as soon thereafter as the Council may hear the matter, second by Councilman Kanuck. Vote:  unanimous, 5-0. 

Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is that Council would be asked to approve the sketch plan for the Cedar Creek Village Planned Unit Development.  The Planning Board has approved the sketch plan and the town staff has reviewed the plan and has no objections. He recommended approval of the sketch plan. Councilman Garber moved to approve the sketch plan for the Cedar Creek Village Planned Unit Development, second by Couniclman Blunt.  Discussion: Councilman Heath asked Mr. Chambers to explain this proposed project.  
Mr. Chambers went over the history when the developer went to the Board of Adjustment and got a special use permit to build an apartment complex and wanted to sell them as condos.  Mr. Chambers again shared the difference between condominium and townhouses. He said two units on the north side of the road have been built and the south side of the road is not developed.  When the economy went down, money for condos became scarce.  He said that the only way he knew how to handle this was for the developer to request a zoning amendment to create a Plan Unit Development (PUD). The construction methods in use qualify the buildings as townhouses. Mr. Chambers stated that Council has pictures and information on the project in their books. Councilman Heath stated that his questions were answered and thanked Mr. Chambers. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.
Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is that Council would be asked to set a public hearing on the Cedar Creek Village Planned Unit Development.  The purpose of the hearing will be for Council to review the preliminary plat, to consider a Planned Unit Development zoning amendment and to consider issuing a Conditional Use Permit. Councilman Blunt moved to set a public hearing on November 3, 2009 at the Newport Town Hall at 6:15pm or as soon thereafter as the Council may hear the matter, second by Councilman Kanuck. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.  

Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is that Council would be asked to approve a Fire & Rescue District Fund budget amendment.  The amendment establishes a new revenue line item entitled "Storm Damage - Insurance Claims" and adds $9,583.63 to that line.  It also adds the same amount to Expenditures Authorized, Operations.  The funding came from a claim for damages caused by a lightning strike to one of the buildings behind the fire department.  He recommended approval. Councilman Blunt moved to approve the Fire & Rescue District Fund budget amendment as presented, second by Councilman Heath.  Vote: unanimous, 5-0.  

Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is that Council would be asked to approve a new Code of Ethics Ordinance.  The Code of Ethics is required by HB 1452 which has been codified as NC General Statutes Sections 160A-83 and 160A-84.  Our attorney has drafted the proposed Code of Ethics.  He recommended approval. Councilman Blunt move to approve the Code of Ethics Ordinance as presented, second by Mayor Pro Tem Davis. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.  

Councilman Heath stated that he had come citizens call him on yard debris pick-up and wished to revisit this issue. He asked if during the busy months citizens were cleaning and pruning their yards, there could be debris picked up once a week, such as April through November. He stated that he was not proposing to move ahead with this, but to explore the cost and discuss what impact this would have on our current budget. After a brief discussion, Council suggested that if citizens needed debris picked up during an unscheduled week, they should call public works by close of business Tuesday. The Manager stated we would start this immediately. 
Department Head Reports: (Copies included with agenda package) 

Town Manager – Mr. Casey advised the Council that they have a copy of the financial report. He informed Council of the bid opening on October 8, 2009 at 3 pm for a Jet-Vac Sewer Cleaning Truck. He stated that the contract at the Library for spraying for insects expired and Public Works will now do the spraying. He also added that there was confusion on mosquito spraying between the County and Town on Chatham Street. The Town will do the spraying. He said that some of our Department Heads were missing tonight due to training. 
Town Clerk/Tax Collector – Ms. Weiss had nothing to add to her report. 
Finance Officers – Mr. White had nothing to add to his report. 
Building Inspector. – Mr. Chambers had nothing to add to his report.
Recreation – Kelley Caldwell was not in attendance. 
Police Dept. – Chief Clark was at training. 
Fire/Rescue – Chief Figg was at training.   

Water/Sewer – Clay Dulaney was out of town at a Rural Water Convention. 
Public Works – Marty Mensch had nothing to add to his report.
Fleet Maintenance
 - Jimmy Bristle was not in attendance. 
Citizens Comments

No one commented.
Council Remarks: 

Council expressed appreciation to the constituents for being present and employees for continuing to do a good job. Mayor Pro Tem Davis wished everyone a Happy Halloween. Councilman Blunt stated that next month is the election and encouraged everyone to go vote.
Mayor Garner stated if there was nothing else to come before the Council, he would entertain a motion to adjourn. Council moved to adjourn at 7:00 pm. 
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