TOWN OF NEWPORT


Council Meeting

September 1st, 2009
Present: Mayor Derryl Garner, Mayor Pro Tem Kenneth Davis, Councilman Franklin Blunt, Councilman David Heath, Councilman Jan Garber, Town Manager Richard Casey, Attorney, Nelson Taylor and Derek Taylor. Absent: Councilman Richard Kanuck.
Mayor Garner called the monthly meeting for the Town of Newport to order at 6:00 pm. Mayor Garner led the pledge of allegiance and gave the invocation. 

Mayor Garner asked if there were any changes to the agenda. There being none, Councilman Blunt moved to adopt the agenda as presented, second by Councilman Heath. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent.  

Mayor Garner asked for disposition of the minutes for the meetings of open and closed session on August 5th, 2009. There were no changes.  Councilman Garber moved to approve the minutes as presented, second by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent. 

Citizens Comments

Mayor Garner extended the courtesy of the podium to any constituents wishing to address the Council.  
Mike McNiff with the Boy Scouts informed Council that he has spoken with Pat Joyce who authorized them to have the Boy Scout Camporee on his property this year. He said it would be on October 24th - 25th, 2009.  He said that he was here tonight to ask permission to use the fire hydrant for potable water.  He stated that there will be approximately 200 people including adults and children. He also stated that the public is invited. Councilman Garber moved to approve the request, second by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent.
Mayor Garner recognized Mr. Casey for the rest of the agenda. 
Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda was Ms Norma Yanez from Waste Industries. She is here to address questions and concerns about the recycling program in town and the landfill bans that will take effect on October 1st.  She was invited to the meeting at the suggestion of Councilman Garber.  Ms. Yanez explained the recycling program on the portable plastic containers.  Councilman Garber encouraged citizens to recycle and he asked if we needed more education for the town citizens on the matter. Councilman Heath stated that he didn’t want any more cost put on the citizens.  Mayor Garner stated that 7 or 8 years ago there were flyers sent home with the children through the schools encouraging recycling.  Councilman Garber asked for some figures from Ms. Yanez on some costs on the large 65 gallon containers. Mayor Garner thanked Ms. Yanez for coming and stated that the Manager will be getting with her. 
Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is our auditor Mr. Bryan Starnes; he is here to present the findings on our annual audit.  He stated that Council has a copy of the report. In summary, there are no instances of noncompliance with any laws or regulations, etc.  However, there are some weaknesses in internal controls cited that we are already working to correct wherever possible. Mr. Starnes highlighted the decreasing in the general fund balance and the necessity to increase the fund balance back to the lever of fiscal year 2006.  Mr. Starnes used a power point to make his presentation to Council (attached).  Following the power point presentation Mr. Starnes stated that the town has a great Administration Department to work with. He also added that it has been a pleasure working with the new finance officer, Tim White. Mayor Garner thanked Mr. Starnes for serving us in such a professional way and we are glad to have him and his company as our audit firm.

Mayor Garner asked for Richard Kanuck to be excused from tonight’s meeting.  Councilman Garber moved to excuse Councilman Kanuck, second by Mayor Pro Tem Davis. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent. 
Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is that Council would be asked to approve the most recent version of the sketch plan for Gracelyn Park IV subdivision.  The Planning Board has approved the latest version of the sketch plan. Councilman Heath asked if staff was satisfied.  Mr. Casey replied that staff has signed off on this. Mayor Pro Tem Davis moved to approve the sketch plan for Gracelyn Park IV subdivision, second by Councilman Garber. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent.
Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is that Council would be asked to fill a vacancy on the Newport Recreation Advisory Commission.  Five individuals have applied for the position.  A ballot was available for Council to fill out.  Mr. Casey passed out ballots twice and neither time was there a majority vote. Councilman Heath moved to table filling the vacancy on the Newport Recreation Advisory Commission until the meeting in October, second by Councilman Garber. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent.
Mayor Garner informed everyone that Angela Clark will be the Chairperson for the Halloween Hoot-n-Nanny this year and she asked if anyone wishes to help to please call her.

Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is that Council would be asked to make a decision regarding the Governor's Highway Safety Program grant application for Fiscal Year 2010.  At the February 3, 2009 Council meeting, Council approved the application for the full grant amount.  The next step in the process is the submission of a contract and Council action is required to either proceed with the contract or reverse the earlier decision to apply for the grant.  The contract must be accompanied by a resolution specifying Council approval of the details of the contract.  The contract was originally due to the GHSP office by August 14, 2009, but we have been granted an extension based on tonight's meeting date.  During the budget process, Council decided to not fund the GHSP grant match.  That is certainly one option at this point, but Council should consider once again the possibility of funding some portion of the grant match.  Council was presented with three options to consider based on which month we would have the grant begin and whether or not a new vehicle was included in this fiscal year.  The actual cost to the town would range from a high of $14,725 to a low of $4,100.  Again, we did not budget for this expense, so funding would have to be found and would most likely include some fund balance appropriation.  Councilman Garber stated that he thought it was decided not to move forward this year because in the budget meetings there were items that needed cutting and this was one of them.   Councilman Heath agreed.   Mayor Pro Tem Davis asked for maybe Option “C”. Mr. Casey stated that if this gets passed tonight the money will probably come from the fund balance.  Councilman Garber moved not to take advantage of the GHSP grant this fiscal year, second by Councilman Heath.  Vote:  2 ayes (Garber, Heath), 2 nays (Davis, Blunt.) 
Mayor Garner stated that it is a tie.  He asked Council for more discussion. After more discussion Mayor Pro Tem Davis stated that he voted against the 2 cents tax raise and the water/sewer rate increase in the 2009-2010 budget and he was changing his to “aye” vote.  Mayor Garner asked Council for a second vote.  Councilman Garber moved not to take advantage of the GHSP grant this fiscal year, second by Councilman Heath.  Vote:  3 ayes (Garber, Heath and Davis), 1 nay (Blunt), 1 absent (Kanuck). 
Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is that Council would be asked to approve a resolution requesting the County Board of Commissioners reappoint Mr. John Davis to the Newport Planning Board for a one-year term expiring in September 2010.  Mayor Pro Tem Davis moved to reappoint Mr. John Davis to the Newport Planning Board for a one-year term expiring in September 2010, second by Councilman Heath. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent.
Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is that Council would be asked to approve a Memorandum of Agreement with the County on the delivery of vegetative storm debris to designated County Staging Areas.  The agreement would allow for the town to bring its storm debris to a site behind the Newport Flea Mall for disposal at no cost to the town.  He recommended approval of the agreement. Councilman Heath moved to approve a Memorandum of Agreement with the County on the delivery of vegetative storm debris to designated County Staging Areas, second by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent.
Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is that Council would be asked to approve a proclamation designating September 2009 as "Sickle Cell Awareness Month" in Newport.  He recommended approval. Mayor Pro Tem Davis moved to approve the month of September 2009 as "Sickle Cell Awareness Month” in Newport, seconded Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent.
Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is that Council would be asked to approve a proclamation designating September 2009 as "Life Insurance Awareness Month" in Newport.  He recommended approval. Councilman Heath moved to approve a Proclamation designation the month of September 2009 as “Life Insurance Awareness Month in Newport, second by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent.
Department Head Reports: (Copies included with agenda package) 

Town Manager – Mr. Casey advised the Council that they have a copy of the financial report. He reminded Council of meetings: Public Meeting at 6:30 pm on September 10th reference road repair on Roberts Road; September 17, 2009 at 6 pm, the Water shed Management Plan meeting. 
Town Clerk/Tax Collector – Ms. Weiss informed Council that the 2009 tax bills will be sent out this week.  

Finance Officers – Mr. White had nothing to add to his report. 
Building Inspector. – Mr. Chambers had nothing to add to his report.
Recreation – Kelley Caldwell had nothing to add to her report. She recognized Brenda Harris, Chairperson of the Recreation Advisory Commission. Mrs. Harris stated that she was looking forward to a new member.
Police Dept. – Chief Clark had nothing to add to his report. 

Fire/Rescue – Chief Figg had nothing to add to his report.   

Water/Sewer – Clay Dulaney stated that he has received the authorization to construct the Chlorination/De-Chlorination system. 
Public Works – Marty Mensch had nothing to add to his report.
Fleet Maintenance
 - Jimmy Bristle had nothing to add to his report. 
Citizens Comments

There were none. 
Council Remarks: 

Council expressed appreciation to the constituents for being present and employees for continuing to do a good job. Councilman Garber thanked Tim White for a good job in such a short period of time and expressed regret about not accepting the GHSP grant. Councilman Blunt thanked the candidates running for town office for being here tonight and wished them good luck.  Council wished everyone a “Happy Labor Day.” 
Mayor Garner stated if there was nothing else to come before the Council, he would entertain a motion to adjourn. Mayor Pro Tem Davis moved to adjourn at 7:47pm, second by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent. 

Penny Weiss, CMC, CTC
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