TOWN OF NEWPORT     
     Council Meeting

April 6, 2010
Present: Mayor Derryl Garner, Mayor Pro Tem Kenneth Davis, Councilman David Heath, Councilman Stephen Blizzard, Town Manager Richard Casey, Clerk Penny Weiss, Attorney Nelson Taylor and Derek Taylor. Absent:  Councilwoman Bena Weires, Councilman Franklin Blunt.
Mayor Pro Tem Davis moved to excuse Councilwoman Bena Weires and Councilman Franklin Blunt from the meeting, second by Councilman Blizzard,  vote: unanimous.

Mayor Garner called the monthly meeting for the Town of Newport to order at 6:00 pm. Mayor Garner led the pledge of allegiance and gave the invocation. 

Mayor Garner asked if there were any changes to the agenda. Mr. Casey asked that item 8-NC Railroad Company Landscape Agreement be deleted from the agenda. Councilman Blizzard moved to adopt the agenda as presented, second by Councilman Heath. Vote: unanimous, 3-0, 2 absent.   

Mayor Garner asked for disposition of the minutes for the meetings of February 25th, March 2nd, March 11th and March 25th, 2010. There were no changes.  Councilman Blizzard moved to approve the minutes as presented, second by Councilman Heath. Vote: unanimous, 3-0, 2 absent.
Mayor Garner extended the courtesy of the podium to any citizens wishing to address the Council.  There was no one. 
Mayor Garner called on the Manager, Mr. Casey for the remainder of the agenda.

Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is a public hearing for the purpose of awarding a certificate of convenience and necessity to the Carteret Cab Company pending the result of the public hearing, Mr. Casey recommends to approval of awarding the certificate of convenience and necessity to Carteret Cab Company.  Mayor Pro Tem Davis moved to open the public hearing, second by Councilman Heath. Vote: unanimous, 3-0, 2 absent.
Mayor Garner stated that the public hearing has been duly announced, scheduled and posted on the bulletin boards. Mayor Garner informed everyone that a public hearing is an opportunity for those who wish to make statements or ask questions about awarding a certificate of convenience and necessity to the Carteret Cab Company. He then extended an opportunity to those wishing to speak to raise their hand and no one responded.
Lenzie Griffin owner of Carteret Cab Company stated that he wanted Council to give his company a chance to come and assist the citizens of Newport.  He stated that our hours are 24/7.  He informed Council that he had completed all the requirements needed and wished to get the opportunity to work in Newport.  Chief Clark confirmed the requirements and recommended that the Company be approved. 

Mayor Pro Tem Davis moved to close the public hearing, second by Councilman Blizzard, vote: unanimous, 3-0, 2 absent. 
Councilman Blizzard moved to approve the Certificate of Convenience and Necessity to the Carteret Cab Company, second by Councilman Heath. Vote: unanimous, 3-0, 2 absent.
Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is that Council would be asked to set a public hearing for the purpose of considering a new Water Conservation Ordinance.  The ordinance is needed to meet the requirements of the new NC Drought Ordinance.  He recommended the public hearing be set for May 4, 2010 at the Newport Town Hall at 6:00pm or as soon thereafter as Council may hear the matter. Mayor Pro Tem Davis moved to set a public hearing on May 4th, 2010 at 6:00 pm or as soon thereafter as the Council may hear the matter for the purpose of considering a new Water Conservation Ordinance, second by Councilman Heath. Vote: unanimous, 3-0, 2 absent.
Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is that Council would be asked to consider adopting a resolution opposing the evaluation and revision of the NC transportation equity formula.  The NC Metropolitan Mayors' Coalition is seeking to have the formula revised and it's anticipated that their suggested revisions would adversely impact eastern counties.  In fact, Senator Basnight recently called such a revision a "frightening prospect" for the eastern region's economic interests.  The Down East Rural Planning Organization has asked local jurisdictions to adopt a resolution of opposition similar to the one it adopted in January.  He recommended approval. Councilman Blizzard moved to adopt a resolution opposing the evaluation and revision of the NC transportation equity formula as presented, second by Mayor Pro Tem Davis. Vote: unanimous, 3-0, 2 absent.
Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is the Landscape and Beautification Agreement with the NC Railroad Company and Norfolk Southern Railway Company that was deleted.
Councilman Blunt was present at this time. 

Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is that Council would be asked to approve a change to the town's Rotation Wrecker Policy.  The change clarifies the definitions of full and part-time town employees.  Our attorney has written the proposed language and he recommends approval.  The policy read as follows:
34.  
Wrecker services on the Rotation Wrecker List shall not employ any person who is also employed by the Town of Newport.  The Town will not approve an application for the Rotation Wrecker List for any wrecker service that employs a full or part-time employee of the Town. 
The new language: For the purpose of this policy, fulltime employees are those employed to work forty (40) hours or more per week.  Part-time employees are all other employees receiving any compensation from the Town.  Part-time employees who do not work for compensation for more than twenty (20) hours a week on average during the preceding six (6) calendar months may be employed by a wrecker service on the Wrecker Rotation List.  During the first six (6) months that this policy is in effect, all part-time employees shall be eligible to be employed by wrecker services on the Wrecker Rotation List.   

Mr. Casey explained the problem, according to the IRS, a volunteer who is compensated for their time (no matter how many hours they work or how much money they make) is considered an employee with the Town. He said that is where we ran into this problem which addresses this in the policy that is in place now.  He stated that this change will accommodate this individual to volunteer with the town and work with the wrecker company. Our current financial system tracks all hours. Councilman Heath informed everyone that he did not like the way this change is written because it does not address the issue.  
Councilman Heath asked, “What are we trying to prevent?”  Mr. Casey stated that what he believes what we are trying to prevent is the avoidance of any perception of undoing any influence or conflict of interest by any town employee who happens to go on a call and call a wrecker service.  The Town Attorney, Nelson Taylor added that if Council chooses not to approve this tonight it will not allow the employee to work with the wrecker company.  After some more worthwhile discussion, Councilman Blunt moved to approve change to the town's Rotation Wrecker Policy as presented, second by Councilman Blizzard. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent.

Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is that Council would be asked to approve the preliminary plat for the Gracelyn Park IV subdivision.  The Planning Board and Department Heads have approved the plat.  The approval is contingent on the developer obtaining all permits required by NCDENR.  He recommended approval.  

Councilman Heath asked where we are with our sewer issues and how the fact we are currently preceding our permit would impact our ability to expand usage to additional development. Mr. Casey stated that DENR has informed the town not to request sewer extension at this time until the town makes progress towards finalizing the Towns Special Order by Consent.  
Councilman Heath moved to approve the preliminary plat for the Gracelyn Park IV subdivision contingent on the developer obtaining all permits required by NCDENR as presented, second by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent. 
Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is that Council would be asked to approve a NC League of Municipalities Municipal Environmental Assessment Coalition Project Participation Agreement.  The League has established this coalition in response to proposed surface water quality rules that will have negative impacts on cities and towns across the state.  The rules address nutrient and metals strategies to prevent further impairment of water bodies and will dictate our methods for treatment of stormwater and wastewater.  The coalition's goal will be to use collective resources to ensure that environmental regulations are written with the most accurate information.  The ramifications of the proposed rules could result in significant compliance costs to cities and towns.  The coalition will contract for an engineer to conduct an economic and technical analysis of the proposed rules to assess their impact and to inform and influence the debate.  He recommended approval.

Councilman Blunt moved to approve NC League of Municipalities Municipal Environmental Assessment Coalition Project Participation Agreement as presented, second by Councilman Blizzard. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent. 
Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is that Council would be asked to approve a budget amendment that adds $9,500 to the Fire and Rescue District Fund Miscellaneous Revenue and the same amount to the fund's Expenditures Authorized Operations.  These funds were requested from the reserve account the county maintains and will be used to pay down a portion of the contribution required for the firemen's retirement account.  He recommended approval. Councilman Blunt moved to approve the budget amendment that adds $9,500 to the Fire and Rescue District Fund Miscellaneous Revenue and the same amount to the fund's Expenditures Authorized Operations, second by Councilman Blizzard. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent.   
Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is that Council would be asked to approve a proclamation recognizing the week of May 2-8, 2010 as Municipal Clerks Week.  He recommended approval. Councilman Heath moved to approve a proclamation recognizing the week of May 2nd through May 8th, 2010 as Municipal Clerks Week, second by Councilman Blizzard. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent

Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is that Council would be asked to declare certain property attached as surplus and authorize the Town Manager to dispose of it through a private sale in accordance with the NC General Statutes.  We have accumulated a great deal of electronic and associated equipment in the attic of town hall over the years that are of no further use to the town. The equipment includes computer parts, monitors, keyboards, printers, and typewriters among other things.  He
recommended approval. Councilman Blunt moved to declare the attached property as surplus and authorize the Town Manager to dispose of it through a private sale in accordance with the NC General Statutes, second by Councilman Blizzard. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent.  

 Department Head Reports: (Copies included with agenda package) 

Town Manager – Mr. Casey stated that the next agenda item was Department Reports.  He mentioned that Council had been provided a monthly finance report for their review.  He reminded Council that we are seeking volunteers to serve on the Special Events Committee and the Eastern Carolina Council General Membership Board. 
Following the Manager’s report the Department Heads had nothing else to add to their reports except Fire Chief Figg expressed thanks to the Council for the Fire Department Volunteers Retirement budget amendment. Clay Dulaney informed Council that Scotty Rollins and himself toured a treatment plant and to see the different types of plants and how they work.    
Citizens Comments
Mayor Garner reminded everyone about the 32nd Pig Cookin’ Contest taken place this weekend in the Newport Park and asked everyone to welcome the visitors.  
Council Remarks: 

Council expressed appreciation to the constituents for being present and employees for continuing to do a good job.  Council thanked the Pig Cookin’ Committee for meeting all year and for doing a great job getting this event up and running for another year. 
Nelson Taylor asked the Council if they wanted to instruct his firm how they would like to perhaps change that approach a different way on the Wrecker Policy.  He stated that his office drafts it the way they understand that the Chief of Police, Manager and others wanted it. If Council wished to change it let him know.  Councilman Heath said he would like to think on this and get back with him. 

Mayor Garner asked if there is nothing else to come before Council, he asked for a motion to adjourn. Councilman Blunt moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:00 pm, second by Mayor Pro Tem Davis.  Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent.    

Penny G. Weiss, CMC, CTC                                    
Derryl Garner
Certified Municipal Clerk 
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