                  TOWN OF NEWPORT      


     Council Meeting

August 3rd, 2010
Present: Mayor Derryl Garner, Mayor Pro Tem Kenneth Davis, Councilman Franklin Blunt, Councilman David Heath, Councilwoman Bena Weires, Councilman Stephen Blizzard, Town Manager Richard Casey, Clerk Penny Weiss, Attorney Nelson Taylor and Derek Taylor.
Mayor Garner called the monthly meeting for the Town of Newport to order at 6:00 pm. Mayor Garner introduced the 4-H Roadrunners to present the flags and lead the pledge of allegiance. Mayor Garner gave the invocation.
Mayor Garner asked if there were any changes to the agenda. There were none. Councilman Blunt moved to adopt the agenda as presented, second by Councilman Heath. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.   

Mayor Garner asked for disposition of the minutes for the meeting of July 6, 2010. Councilman Blunt stated that page one, line 20 should be changed from second by ”Councilman Heath” to “Councilman Blunt.”  Mayor Pro Tem Davis moved to approve the minutes with the correction, second by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.
Mayor Garner extended the courtesy of the podium to any citizens wishing to address the Council.  
Kim Nead informed everyone about the Goat Show in the Newport Park this month and welcomed everyone to attend. There will be about 120 show goats and other activities. 

Joe Garner, business owner of the Newport Red and White, informed Council that he was upset about the disposition of the privilege license this year.   He stated that it was not fair that some (i.e. attorneys) were not taxed along with the rest of us.  Town Attorney, Nelson Taylor, explained that the town has no authority to change the privilege license tax laws of the state.   

Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is that Council would be asked to approve the purchase of a power generator and transfer switch for use at the water plant from Cummins Atlantic LLC of Kenly, NC.  We received three bids and determined that Cummins Atlantic's was the lowest responsive bid at $45,225.  We included $70,000 in this year's budget for this purchase. He recommended approval of the terms and conditions stated in the presented quotation for the purchase of the generator and transfer switch from Cummins Atlantic LLC.  Councilman Blunt moved to approve the request for the Water Treatment Plant Generator with Cummins Atlantic’s LLC as presented, second by Councilman Blizzard. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.
Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is that Council would be asked to approve an agreement to join the NC Water and Wastewater Agency Response Network, a utility mutual aid network.  Similar networks exist in 47 other states and they are designed to allow for rapid deployment of emergency assistance to utilities to restore critical operations.  The NC League of Municipalities and the NC Rural Water Association have encouraged utilities to join this network.  Our attorney has reviewed the agreement and our Utilities Director and he recommended approval.  He also recommended that the Town Mayor be designated the Authorized Official described in the agreement.  Councilman Heath confirmed with the Manager that this was a “no cost” agreement for the Town.  Mr. Casey replied that was correct.  Councilman Blunt moved to approve the NC Water and Wastewater Agency Response Network agreement and recommended the Town Mayor to be the designated Authorization Official, second by Councilman Heath. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.
Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is that Council would be asked to approve an installment purchase contract with First Citizens Bank to finance the purchase of a chipper.  We intend to borrow $21,000 to finance the purchase over four years.  First Citizens Bank was the better of two offers submitted at a rate of 3.57%.  He recommended approval of the installment purchase contract proposal. Councilman Blunt moved to approve the installment purchase contract with First Citizens Bank to finance $21,000 at the rate of 3.57% for the purchase of the chipper, second by Mayor Pro Tem Davis. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.
Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is that Council would be asked to approve the sketch plan for the Rivers Edge Villas Subdivision.  This proposed subdivision will be located off of East Chatham Street and will include 12 apartment units located on seven lots and a short cul-de-sac street.  The project is located within the corporate limits of the town and water and sewer service is available.  The property was recently rezoned and allows for multifamily dwellings as a special use permit, which was granted by the Board of Adjustment on May 25, 2010.  The staff and the Planning Board have reviewed this sketch plan and recommend approval.  Councilman Blunt moved to approve the sketch plan for Rivers Edge Villas as presented, second by Mayor Pro Tem Davis. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.

Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is that Council has an opportunity to continue discussions about the formation of a long-range planning committee.  Councilman Heath stated that he would like for Council to approve the nominations he will present.  Councilman Heath moved to nominate John Davis and Bob Benedict as the two Planning Board members, Dale Britt and Amos Parker as the two business men.  Mayor Garner asked to nominate Terry Frank as one of the business men.  Councilman Heath stated that he would contact Terry Frank and Amos Parker.  Councilman Heath moved to amend his motion to just the two Planning Board members, John Davis and Bob Benedict, and Dale Britt as one of the business men, second by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.
Department Head Reports: (Copies included with agenda package) 

Town Manager – Mr. Casey stated that the next agenda item was Department Reports.  He mentioned that Council had been provided a monthly finance report for their review and informed the Council that the auditor is here.   
Town Clerk/Tax Collector – Ms. Weiss informed Council that the 2010 tax bills are being prepared and will be mailed Friday.  
Finance Officers – Mr. White had nothing to add to his report. 
Building Inspector – Bob Chambers passed out to Council a transportation survey and asked them to fill it out. He then explained the purpose of the survey. 
Recreation – Kelley Caldwell had nothing to add to her report.
Police Dept. – Chief Clark was not in attendance.  

Fire/Rescue – Chief Figg had nothing to add to his report.    

Water/Sewer – Clay Dulaney informed Council that belt press project was moving very well. 
Public Works – Marty Mensch was not in attendance.

Fleet Maintenance
 - Jimmy Bristle had nothing to add to his report. 

Citizens Comments:


There was no one. 

Council Remarks: 

Council expressed appreciation to the constituents for being present and Councilman Blunt, Councilman Blizzard and Councilwoman Weires thanked the employees for continuing to do a good job.  Councilman Blizzard again mentioned the Hoot-n-Nanny and the Christmas Parade and said that he has had no one to show any interest to him to be on the Special Event Committee.   Mayor Garner stated that he appreciated what everyone does for our town. 
Mayor Garner said if there is nothing else to come before Council, he would ask for a motion to adjourn. Councilman Blunt moved to adjourn the meeting at 6:43 pm, second by Mayor Pro Tem Davis.  Vote: unanimous, 5-0.    

Penny G. Weiss, CMC, CTC                                    
Derryl Garner
Certified Municipal Clerk 
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