                  TOWN OF NEWPORT      


     Council Meeting


     December 7, 2010
Present: Mayor Derryl Garner, Mayor Pro Tem Kenneth Davis, Councilman Franklin Blunt, Councilman David Heath, Councilwoman Bena Weires, Councilman Stephen Blizzard, Town Manager Richard Casey, Clerk Penny Weiss, Attorney Nelson Taylor and Derek Taylor.
Mayor Garner called the monthly meeting for the Town of Newport to order at 6:00 pm.  Mayor Garner led the pledge of allegiance. He remembered Pearl Harbor 69 years ago with a moment of silence and gave the invocation.
Mayor Garner asked if there were any changes to the agenda. There were none. Councilwoman Weires moved to adopt the agenda as presented, second by Councilman Blizzard. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.   

Mayor Garner asked for disposition of the minutes for the meetings of November 7, 2010. There were no changes. Councilwoman Weires moved to approve the minutes as presented, second by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.     
Mayor Garner extended the courtesy of the podium to any citizens wishing to address Council. 
Leonard Farrugia thanked the Council for all the support the town has given the Pop Warner football program and recognized members of his team that were present for a good job they have done. 
Jeff Clark recognized Billy Pollock and Pete Bocker and presented them with a certificate for Advanced Law Enforcement. 
Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is a public hearing on the Carteret County Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan Update.  The Planning Director and Fire Chief have been actively involved in the plan update process and recommended approval.  Pending the results of the public hearing, Council will be asked to approve a resolution adopting the plan update as presented.  He recommended approval. Mayor Pro Tem Davis moved to open the public hearing, second by Councilman Blizzard. Vote: unanimous, 5-0. Mayor Garner stated that the public hearing has been duly announced, scheduled and a notice posted on the bulletin boards. Mayor Garner informed everyone that a public hearing is an opportunity for those who wish to make statements or ask questions. He then extended an opportunity to those wishing to speak to raise their hand and no one responded.  Councilman Blunt moved to close the public hearing, second by Councilman Blizzard. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.   
Councilman Blunt moved to approve the Carteret County Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan Update as presented, second by Councilman Blizzard. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.
Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is a public hearing on the rezoning of the Willis property located adjacent to Chatham Street from R20A to R20. The Planning Board has recommended approval of this rezoning action.  Pending the results of the public hearing, Council will be asked to approve the rezoning.  He recommended approval of the zoning ordinance amendment as presented. 

Councilman Blizzard moved to open the public hearing, second by Mayor Pro Tem Davis. Vote: unanimous, 5-0. Mayor Garner stated that the public hearing has been duly announced scheduled and a noticed posted on the bulletin boards. Mayor Garner informed everyone that a public hearing is an opportunity for those who wish to make statements or ask questions. He then extended an opportunity to those wishing to speak to raise their hand and no one responded.  Mayor Pro Tem Davis moved to close the public hearing, second by Councilman Blizzard. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.   
Mayor Pro Tem Davis moved to adopt Z2010-02 to approve the rezoning of a 149 acre tract of land owned by Coastal Heritage Builders located adjacent to Chatham Street from R20A to R20 as presented, second by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.
Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is that Council is asked to consider two motions regarding the preliminary plat for the Compass Landing Apartments Planned Unit Development.  After a public hearing at the November 2nd Council meeting, Council voted to approve the sketch plan for the development.  The preliminary plat amends Commercial Highway and Residential Office zoning areas to Conditional Use, has been approved by the Planning Board and Town staff, and presents no significant changes from the sketch plan.  The second motion authorizes the issuance of the Conditional Use Permit.  He recommended approval of both motions as presented. 

Councilman Blunt moved to amend a portion of Commercial Highway (CH) and Residential Office (RO) zoning to conditional use, Planned Unit Development (PUD) as shown on the development plan for the preliminary plat entitled Compass Landing Apartments presented by Stroud Engineering, PA dated 09/03/10, for a 312 unit residential apartment project, by approval of said preliminary plat as presented, second by Councilman Blizzard. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.

Councilman Blunt moved to issue the Conditional Use Permit/Planned Unit Development for the Compass Landing Apartments as presented, second by Councilman Heath. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.

Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is that Council is asked to set a public hearing on the voluntary annexation of the property comprising the proposed Compass Landing Apartments Planned Unit Development.  He recommended the public hearing be set for January 4, 2011 at the Newport Town Hall at 6:00pm or as soon thereafter as Council may hear the matter.  Councilman Blunt moved to set a public hearing on January 4, 2011 at the Newport Town Hall 6:00 pm or as soon thereafter as Council may hear the matter for the purpose of a voluntary annexation of the property comprising the proposed Compass Landing Apartments Planned Unit Development, second by Councilman Blizzard. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.    

Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is that Council is asked to make four appointments to the Town Recreation Advisory Commission.  Four current members, Sammy Hammond, Kim Nead, Rick Kanuck and P.K. Johnson are seeking reappointment.  Mr. Robert Lewis has applied for membership as well.  He plans to attend the meeting and present himself for consideration.  We will provide ballots for the Council to use in voting for the candidates. Clerk collected ballots. Councilman Blunt moved to appoint Sammy Hammond, Kim Nead, P.K. Johnson and Robert Lewis to the Newport Recreation Advisory Commission, second by Councilman Weires. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.  
Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is that Council is asked to approve a revised loan agreement with First Citizens Bank for the $14,000 Clean Water Management Trust Fund grant match. The original loan rate of 3.69% was based on the assumption the interest earned by the bank would be tax exempt.  After the bank and our attorney reviewed the loan documents and the general statutes, they found that was not the case.  Since the interest is not tax exempt, the rate was increased to 5.95%.  This still reflects the better of the two rates we were quoted. He recommended approval of the agreement. Councilman Heath moved to approve the revised loan agreement with First Citizens Bank for the $14,000 Clean Water Management Trust Fund grant match as presented, second by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 4 ayes and 1nay, (Davis).
Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is that Council is asked to approve the establishment of a Sewer Project Ordinance. The Local Government Budget and Fiscal Control Act states that a local government may authorize and budget for a capital project either in its annual budget or in a project ordinance.  The project ordinance is adopted for the life of the project and does not need to be readopted in subsequent fiscal years.  Each year the project ordinance will be included in the budget information detailing the estimated revenues and expenditures for that budget year.  He recommended approval of the sewer project ordinance. Councilman Blunt moved to approve a Sewer Project Ordinance as presented, second by Councilman Blizzard. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.

Department Head Reports: (Copies included with agenda package) 

Town Manager – Mr. Casey stated that the next agenda item was Department 
Reports.  He mentioned that Council had been provided a monthly finance report 
for their review. He highlighted the status of key revenue sources and 
expenditures. Mr. Casey asked Council to call a special meeting. Councilman 
Heath called a special meeting on Thursday, December 16, 2010 at 4:00 pm 
at the 
Newport Town Hall for the purpose of reviewing contract documents 
for the Sewer Plant Project, second by Councilman Blunt. Vote: 
unanimous, 5-0.
Finance Officer – Mr. White had nothing to add to his report.
Town Clerk/Tax Collector – Ms. Weiss had nothing to add to her report. 


Building Inspector – Bob Chambers had nothing to add to his report. 
Recreation – Kelley Caldwell had nothing to add to her report.
Police Dept. – Chief Clark had nothing to add to his report. 
Fire/Rescue – Chief Figg had nothing to add to his report. 
Water/Sewer – Clay Dulaney asked everyone to look for water standing due to the cold weather freezing pipes. 
Public Works – Marty Mensch was not in attendance due to illness.
Fleet Maintenance
 - Jimmy Bristle had nothing to add to his report.  

Citizens Comments:


There were none.
Council Remarks: 

Council expressed appreciation to the constituents for being present and thanked the employees for continuing to do a good job and working together. Council congratulated the Police Officers on their accomplishments. Council thanked Joyce Ferrell and her Committee for a good job on the Christmas Parade. Mayor Garner asked that there be a letter of appreciation sent to Mrs. Ferrell. Council wished everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

Mayor Garner asked if there was anything else to come before Council. Councilman Blizzard moved to adjourn the meeting at 6:45 pm, second by Councilman Heath.  Vote: unanimous, 5-0.   
Penny G. Weiss, CMC, CTC                                    
Derryl Garner
Certified Municipal Clerk 
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