TOWN OF NEWPORT
     Council Meeting

February 2nd, 2010
Present: Mayor Derryl Garner, Mayor Pro Tem Kenneth Davis, Councilman Franklin Blunt, Councilman David Heath, Councilwoman Bena Weires, Councilman Stephen Blizzard, Town Manager Richard Casey, Clerk Penny Weiss, Attorney Nelson Taylor and Derek Taylor. 
Mayor Garner called the monthly meeting for the Town of Newport to order at 6:00 pm. Mayor Garner led the pledge of allegiance and gave the invocation. 

Mayor Garner asked if there were any changes to the agenda. There being none, Councilman Blunt moved to adopt the agenda as presented, second by Mayor Pro Tem Davis. Vote: unanimous.   

Mayor Garner asked for disposition of the minutes for the meeting of January 5th, 2010. There were no changes.  Councilman Blunt moved to approve the minutes as presented, second by Councilman Blizzard. Vote: unanimous.

Mayor Garner extended the courtesy of the podium to any citizens wishing to address the Council.  There were none.  

Mayor Garner called on the Manager, Mr. Casey for the remainder of the agenda.

Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is that Council would be asked to approve and sign a North Carolina Armed Forces Community Covenant.  Mr. Ron Ambrose, representing the American Legion, will present the covenant, a recognition of the contributions of military members and their families.  The NC League of Municipalities encourages adoption of the covenant.  He recommended approved. Mr. Casey introduced Mr. Ambrose. He thanked everyone for their cooperation with this recognition of the military members, their families and asked Council to place this Community Covenant here in the town hall.
Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is that Council would be asked to consider adoption of an Alarm Ordinance.  Our police department has responded to numerous false alarms over the years, which causes safety problems and amounts to the misuse of public safety resources.  This ordinance will allow us to regulate the use of alarm systems and provide a means to mitigate the problems caused by repeated false alarms.  Our attorney has worked with our police department in drafting this ordinance and he recommended approval. Mr. Casey read an article from today’s Jacksonville paper, “The Daily News,” that stated: “That the time spent answering false alarms is subtracted from patrolling the streets-less proactive patrols means less opportunity to stop crime before it gets a good footing. Malfunctioning alarms systems burn public dollars since police answering them interrupt their other duties in order to respond and while collecting fines is part of the department’s approach, the real goal is to reduce the number of false alarm, not turn them into a revenue stream for the city.”  
Mr. Casey stated that Chief Clark was here to answer any questions. Councilman Heath stated that he would like to go through the questions (attached).  After the lengthy discussion, Councilman Blunt moved to adopt the Alarm Ordinance as presented, second by Councilman Blizzard, Discussion: Councilman Heath stated that he needs additional clarification.  Councilman Heath moved to table the Alarm Ordinance until revised, second by Mayor Pro Tem Davis. Vote: 2 ayes (Heath, Davis), 3 nays (Mann, Blizzard, Blunt). Mayor Garner stated that the motion to be tabled was denied and it returns back to the original motion.  Councilman Blunt moved to adopt the Alarm Ordinance, second by Councilman Blizzard. Vote: 3 ayes, (Mann, Blizzard, Blunt), 2 nays (Heath, Davis).   Motion passed on the first reading. 
Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is that Council would be asked to consider adoption of a Special Event Support Policy. This policy outlines a process for approval of events requiring special assistance from the town and for coordinating the town's efforts. Furthermore, it helps to identify the resources needed and the costs associated with providing the support.  This policy will help ensure that the town does not expend resources that will not be reimbursed, and that the success of special events will not suffer due to lack of support from the town when needed.  Our attorney has coordinated with our police department in drafting this policy and all town department heads have reviewed it.  He recommended approval. Councilman Heath went through the questions that Council received (attached) and after a period of discussion, Councilman Blizzard moved to adopt Special Event Support Policy as presented, second by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.
Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is that Council would be asked to consider adoption of a Rotation Wrecker Policy. The purpose of the policy is to regulate on-call wrecker service providers so that qualified providers and, most importantly, the public are treated in a fair, equitable and reasonable manner.  Our attorney has worked closely with our police department in drafting this policy and the Manager recommended approval.  Councilman Heath again went through the questions (attached) thoroughly that were given to Council and after a worthwhile discussion, Councilman Blunt moved to adopt the Rotation Wrecker Policy as presented, second by Councilman Blizzard. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.
Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is that Council would be asked to approve a "Scouting for Food Week" proclamation. The week of January 30th through February 6th will be proclaimed "Scouting for Food Week" in Newport.  The scouts will be collecting nonperishable food for local food pantries.  He recommended approval. Councilman Heath moved to approve the "Scouting for Food Week" proclamation as presented, second by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.
Mayor Garner thanked the Manager and the Department Heads that worked on these questions today and made them available to Council for this meeting.  Everyone involved worked diligently on them. He also thanked Chief Clark for presenting himself in a very professional way.

Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is that Council would be asked to approve a Mosquito Control Resolution.  This resolution is a required part of our annual application process and designates the Town Manager as the official authorized to sign papers and to otherwise represent the Council in mosquito control issues.  He recommended approval. Councilman Blunt moved to adopt the Resolution for the Mosquito Control as presented, second by Councilman Blizzard. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.
 Department Head Reports: (Copies included with agenda package) 

Town Manager – Mr. Casey stated that the next agenda item was Department Reports.  He mentioned that Council had been provided a monthly finance report for their review.  
Following the Manager’s report the Department Heads had nothing else to add except for Inspection Department, Bob Chambers. He informed everyone that if a homeowner owns rental property, the law says as of January 1, 2010 it is mandatory to have a CO detector and smoke detector in the rental home.   Chief Clark wanted to thank his two Sergeants, Keith Lewis and Billy Pollock for their assistance and hard work they put into these policies. Chief Figg wanted to thank Kane Johnson for the hard work he put into the wellness grant.
Citizens Comments

There were no public comments during the second public comment period. 

Council Remarks: 

Council expressed appreciation to the constituents for being present and employees for continuing to do a good job. Council members thanked Mr. Casey and Jeff Clark for getting the information together for the meeting.  
Mayor Garner asked if there was any more business to conduct before the Council goes into closed session requested by the Town Attorney, Nelson Taylor.

Mayor Pro Tem Davis moved to go into closed session at 8:03 pm to consult with the Attorney and receive advice, second by Councilman Heath. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.
After receiving advice from the Town Attorney, Councilman Blunt moved to go out of closed session and back into regular meeting, second by Councilman Blizzard. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.

Mayor Garner asked for a motion to adjourn. Councilwoman Mann moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:30 pm, second by Councilman Blizzard.  Vote: unanimous, 5-0.    

Penny G. Weiss, CMC, CTC                                    
Derryl Garner
Certified Municipal Clerk 
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