TOWN OF NEWPORT                      

Council Meeting

January 5th, 2010

Present: Mayor Derryl Garner, Mayor Pro Tem Kenneth Davis, Councilman Franklin Blunt, Councilman David Heath, Councilman Bena Weires, Councilman Stephen Blizzard, Town Manager Richard Casey, Clerk Penny Weiss, Attorney Nelson Taylor and Derek Taylor. 
Mayor Garner called the monthly meeting for the Town of Newport to order at 6:00 pm. Mayor Garner asked the Boy Scouts to lead the pledge of allegiance and he gave the invocation. 

Mayor Garner asked if there were any changes to the agenda. There being none, Mayor Pro Tem Davis moved to adopt the agenda as presented, second by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.   

Mayor Garner asked for disposition of the minutes for the meeting of December 1st, 2009. There were no changes.  Councilman Heath moved to approve the minutes as presented, second by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.

Mayor Garner extended the courtesy of the podium to any citizens wishing to address the Council.  There were none.  

Mayor Garner gave the "State of the Town" as we start the New Year 2010.

Mayor Garner called on the Manager, Mr. Casey for the remainder of the agenda.

Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is that Council would be asked to consider a new Water and Sewer Rate policy. This policy was proposed last June at the suggestion of Councilman Garber who recognized a need to have an established policy for the annual adjustment of water and sewer rates.  This policy directly links changes in rates to the consumer price index for water and sewer and trash collection services, but allows for flexibility in setting the rates based on unusual economic conditions or the specific needs of the enterprise fund.  This item was tabled at the June 2nd Council meeting in order for Council members to have the opportunity to speak to citizens about this topic. At the July 7th meeting, Council voted to table the policy until the January 2010 meeting to see how the economy performed during the latter part of the year.  Councilman Blunt moved to adopt the Water and Sewer Rate Policy as presented. The Policy died as a result of no second.  Councilman Heath asked that this policy be put on the agenda of the Special Council Planning meeting.   

Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is that Council would be asked to approve a budget amendment.  The amendment reflects $250,000 in loan proceeds from BB&T for the purchase of the jet vac truck. He recommends approval of the budget amendment as presented by the Finance Officer. Councilman Heath moved to approve the budget amendment as presented, second by Mayor Pro Tem Davis. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.

Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is that Council would be asked to set the time, place and purposes of the special meeting that Council voted last month to hold in January for the purpose of planning.  The general statutes require that a motion calling for a special meeting include the time, place and purposes of the meeting.  Council should decide on the time and place.  He suggested that the purposes be described as budget planning, communications, Council expectations, the proposed alarm ordinance, a special event permit policy, a wrecker policy and Sewer Plant. After a lengthy discussion, Councilman Heath moved to set a Special Council meeting on January 23rd, at 8 am at the Newport Town Hall for the purposes of Budget Planning, Water/Sewer Rate Policy, Communications, Council Expectations and Sewer Plant, second by Mayor Pro Tem Davis. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.   Mr. Casey said he would make sure the Municipal Engineering and USDA representatives would attend the Saturday meeting to discuss the Sewer Plant. 
Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is that Council would be asked to consider a Certification of Municipal Declaration of the existing 25 mph speed limit on the section of Church Street between McCain and Carolina avenues.  This .15 mile section of road is posted as a 25 mph zone, but the NCDOT ordinance reflects the speed limit there to be 35 mph.  This certification will allow the DOT to change its ordinance.  The speed limit will remain the same.  He recommended approval of the motion. Councilman Blunt moved to approve the Certification of Municipal Declaration of Church Street, second by Councilman Blizzard. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.
Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is that Council would be asked to discuss the appointment of the Newport representative to the Eastern Carolina Council General Membership Board. Mr. Jan Garber was our representative before he resigned the position in November.  Mr. Casey gave Council a letter from the ECC that describes the ECC's preferences for membership. Mayor Garner suggested that Council make a decision and contact the Manager with their choice. 

Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is that Council would be asked to discuss the potential establishment of a Special Events Committee.  Mayor Garner has asked that this topic be added to the agenda for Council's consideration.  He believes a standing committee to organize and conduct recurring special events in town such as the Christmas Parade, Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony and Halloween Hootenanny would be beneficial. After discussion, Mayor Garner asked Council for a motion. Councilman Heath moved that the Town establish a Special Event Committee to oversee the above events, second by Councilman Blizzard. Vote: unanimous, 5-0. 
 Department Head Reports: (Copies included with agenda package) 

Town Manager – Mr. Casey stated that the next agenda item was Department Reports.  He mentioned that Council had been provided a monthly finance report for their review.  
Following the Managers report the Department Heads had nothing else to add.

Citizens Comments

There were no public comments during the second public comment period. Mayor Garner thanked the Scouts that attended and informed everyone that they are working on their citizenship and merit badges. 
Council Remarks: 

Council expressed appreciation to the constituents for being present and employees for continuing to do a good job. Council also wished everyone a safe and happy New Year.  Councilwoman Weires and Councilman Blizzard look forward to the challenges that are coming this year.  
Councilman Blizzard moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:05 pm, second by Councilman Blunt.  Vote: 5-0.    

Penny G. Weiss, CMC, CTC                                    
Derryl Garner

Clerk







Mayor
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