                  TOWN OF NEWPORT      


     Council Meeting

July 6th, 2010
Present: Mayor Derryl Garner, Mayor Pro Tem Kenneth Davis, Councilman Franklin Blunt, Councilman David Heath, Councilwoman Bena Weires, Councilman Stephen Blizzard, Town Manager Richard Casey, Clerk Penny Weiss, Attorney Nelson Taylor and Derek Taylor.
Mayor Garner called the monthly meeting for the Town of Newport to order at 6:00 pm. Mayor Garner lead the pledge of allegiance and gave the invocation. 

Mayor Garner asked if there were any changes to the agenda. There were none. Mayor Pro Tem Davis moved to adopt the agenda as presented, second by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.   

Mayor Garner asked for disposition of the minutes for the meetings of June 1st and June 21st, 2010. There were no changes. Councilman Heath moved to approve the minutes as presented, second by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.
Mayor Garner extended the courtesy of the podium to any citizens wishing to address the Council.  There were none.  
Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is that Council would be asked to approve the final plat for the nine-lot Lana Gardens subdivision.  All department heads have reviewed the plat and recommend approval.  A fee will be paid in lieu of land set aside for recreation. He recommended approval of the final plat. Councilman Heath moved to approve the final plat for the nine-lot Lana Gardens subdivision as presented, second by Councilman Blizzard. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.  
Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is that Council would be asked to approve an amendment to our Water Shortage Response Plan.  The amendment adds wording required by the state about the measure of effectiveness and enforcement of the plan.  He recommended approval.  Mayor Pro Tem Davis moved to approve the amendment to our Water Shortage Response Plan as presented, second by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.

Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is that Council would be asked to approve an amendment to the fiscal year 2010-2011 budget ordinance.  The amendment reduces the general fund Revenues Anticipated, SRO Officer by $50,234 and reduces the general fund Expenditures Authorized, Police by the same amount.  This amendment is required as a result of the loss of funding from the County Schools for the SRO position.  He recommended approval. Councilman Blunt moved to approve the amendment to the fiscal year 2010-2011 budget ordinance, which will reduce the general fund Revenues Anticipated, SRO Officer by $50,234 and reduces the general fund Expenditures Authorized, Police by the same amount, second by Mayor Pro Tem Davis. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.
Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is that Council has the opportunity to further discuss the proposed Long Range Planning Committee presented at the June 21st Council meeting. Councilman Heath stated that nothing changed except for the adding of the Town Planner to the Committee Membership which now consists of 2Council members, 2 Planning Board members, 2 Business Leaders, 2 members of the Public, Town Planner (ex-officio), the Town Manager (ex-officio), County Commissioner (ex-officio) and the Economic Development Council Director (ex-officio). Councilman Heath asked Council to approve the 8 members of the Long Range Planning Committee, and also the ex-officio members.   Councilman Blunt moved to approve the 8 member Committee and 4 ex-officio members for the Long Range Planning Committee and nominated David Heath to be the Chairman and Steven Blizzard to be the Vice-Chairman, second by Councilman Heath. Vote: unanimous, 5-0. Councilman Heath asked for the information to be posted on the web-site and asked Mark Hibbs to mention the need for participation in the paper. 

Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is that Council would be asked to appoint Steve Blizzard to the Eastern Carolina Council General Membership Board to replace Jan Garber.  He recommended approval.   Councilman Heath moved to appoint Stephen Blizzard to the Eastern Carolina Council General Membership Board, second by Couniclman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.
Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is that Council would be asked to approve a contract with McNeill Water & Wastewater, Inc. located in Toccoa, Georgia to purchase a used sludge belt press.  The press is required to properly handle solids at the sewer plant and the purchase of the press is necessary to comply with the terms of the pending Special Order by Consent.  Our engineer has researched the potential solutions to our solids handling problems and this press is determined to be the best one.  The purchase price is roughly half of the cost of a new model and we have had the opportunity to use this press at our plant on a trial basis.  We found this to be the most cost-effective solution to our problem. Our attorney has reviewed the contract and Mr. Casey recommended approval. Councilman Blunt moved to approve the contract with McNeill Water & Wastewater, Inc. located in Toccoa, Georgia to purchase a used sludge belt press as presented, second by Councilman Blizzard. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.  
Department Head Reports: (Copies included with agenda package) 

Town Manager – Mr. Casey stated that the next agenda item was Department Reports.  He mentioned that Council had been provided a June monthly finance report for their review and informed the Council that the auditor will be here in August. He gave an estimate for each fund’s status at the end of the fiscal year.  
Town Clerk/Tax Collector – Ms. Weiss had nothing to add to her report. 
Finance Officers – Mr. White had nothing to add to his report. 
Building Inspector – Bob Chambers passed out to Council a transportation survey and asked them to fill it out. He then explained the purpose of the survey. 
Recreation – Kelley Caldwell had nothing to add to her report.
Police Dept. – Chief Clark was not in attendance.  

Fire/Rescue – Chief Figg was not in attendance.   

Water/Sewer – Clay Dulaney informed Council that Well #5 was down and they were working on repairing it. He stated that this problem highlights the need for a new well.  
Public Works – Marty Mensch had nothing to add to his report.

Fleet Maintenance
 - Jimmy Bristle had nothing to add to his report. 

Citizens Comments:


There was no one. 

Council Remarks: 

Council expressed appreciation to the constituents for being present and Councilman Blunt and Councilwoman Weires thanked the employees for continuing to do a good job.  Councilman Blizzard mentioned the Hoot-n-Nanny and the Christmas Parade and asked if anyone showed interest to be on the Special Event Committee.   Mayor Garner thanked Councilman Blizzard for his concern, but he thought we had one application so far and asked Mark Hibbs with the Carteret News-Time to inform the citizens to come forward and sign up.
Mayor Garner said if there is nothing else to come before Council, he would ask for a motion to adjourn. Councilman Blunt moved to adjourn the meeting at 6:45 pm, second by Councilman Heath.  Vote: unanimous, 5-0.    

Penny G. Weiss, CMC, CTC                                    
Derryl Garner
Certified Municipal Clerk 
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