                  TOWN OF NEWPORT      


     Council Meeting

June 21st, 2010
Present: Mayor Derryl Garner, Mayor Pro Tem Kenneth Davis, Councilman Franklin Blunt, Councilman David Heath, Councilwoman Bena Weires, Councilman Stephen Blizzard, Town Manager Richard Casey, Clerk Penny Weiss. 
Mayor Garner called the special meeting for the Town of Newport to order at 6:00 pm. He led the pledge of allegiance and gave the invocation. The meeting had been duly announced and advertised. 

Mayor Garner extended the courtesy of the podium to any citizens wishing to address the Council.  There was no one. 

Mayor Garner said at this time he would recognized the Manager, Dick Casey. Mr. Casey stated at the June 1st Council meeting, Council voted to reject the recommended budget that was proposed at that time.  He said that guidance to staff was to go back and reduce the ad-valorem tax increase to 2-cents instead of 3-cents and maintain the current level of funding to the Library. He stated that the new revised proposed budget ordinance for the fiscal year 2010-2011complies with that guidance and he recommends approval.  Councilman Blizzard moved to approve the 2010/ 2011 Budget Ordinance with a 2 cent tax increase as presented, second by Councilman Heath.  Discussion: Mayor Pro Tem Davis asked about the funding for the School Resource Officer position. Mr. Casey stated that when we were finally convinced that we are not going to get the funding for the School Resource Officer, we will do a budget amendment.  Vote: 3 ayes (Blizzard, Heath and Davis), and 2 nays (Weires, Blunt), motion carried.

Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is that Council would be asked to consider an amendment to our privilege license ordinance.  He stated that Council was provided information and recommended Council amend the Privilege License Ordinance to add privilege license taxes for “Electronic Computer Gaming Establishments,” “Body Piercing” and “Tattoo Artist” operating within the corporate boundaries of the Town and the Gross Receipt Chart for those businesses that are not on flat rates. He stated that other communities are doing the same thing.  Councilman Blunt moved to adopt the Privilege License Ordinance amendment and Gross Receipt hart as presented, second by Mayor Pro Tem Davis. Discussion: Councilman Heath asked if this would impact the businesses a lot. Mr. Casey replied not really, the only ones that would be impacted would come under the gross receipts, but most would stay the same.  Vote: unanimous, 5-0.

Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is Future Planning for the Town and Mayor Garner recognized Councilman Heath. Councilman Heath passed out to Council a Proposed Long Range Planning Committee rough draft. He stated that there needed to be a Committee Membership of 2-Council members, 2-Planning Board members, 2- Business Leaders, 2 members of the Public, and the Town Manager, County Commissioner and the Economic Development Council Director. The last three would be ex-officio members.  Councilman Heath stated that the committee will evaluate growth patterns, economic conditions, citizen input, council input and other pertinent information to develop long range plans for the Town of Newport. A primary concern of the committee would include development of the business community to increase the revenue stream for the town and shift some of the costs for town operations from the residential community. 

He stated that the committee will provide a long range plan covering the next 25 years broken down in to five year increments. Details of the plan should include efforts to increase business growth, infrastructure requirements for the town, personnel requirements and services provided to town residents. 
Councilman Heath also said that the committee would appoint a Chairman and Vice-Chairman; they would develop a meeting schedule and provide direct input to the Council through regular communications and the committee would also provide preliminary and final input to the Town Council in joint meetings.  Councilman Blizzard suggested that Bob Chambers, our Building Inspector, be a part of the committee and have a role in this process.   Councilwoman Weires stated that this is a good idea because for her this budget process has been hard and next year is liable to be just as tough.  

Vice- Chairman Benedict stated a year or so ago he and others put together maps that overlap information for future growth and stated that would be a tool to use. 

Mayor Garner extended the courtesy of the podium to any citizens wishing to address the Council.  
Clay Dulaney asked Council for help getting lead and copper samples out.  He stated that his employee, Pat Truby, has begged and pleaded with the citizens to get the samples back to her. So he asked each Councilmember to take one and take one to their friends. He needs to send 40 and he has had 8 returned. If we do not get the samples taken and sent off, the town will be penalized. 
Mayor Garner said if there is nothing else to come before Council, he would ask for a motion to adjourn. Mayor Pro Tem Davis moved to adjourn the meeting at 6.50 pm, second by Councilman Blunt.  Vote: unanimous.    

Penny G. Weiss, CMC, CTC                                    
Derryl Garner
Certified Municipal Clerk 



Mayor
PAGE  
1

