TOWN OF NEWPORT
Council Meeting

March 2nd, 2010
Present: Mayor Derryl Garner, Mayor Pro Tem Kenneth Davis, Councilman Franklin Blunt, Councilman David Heath, Councilwoman Bena Weires, Councilman Stephen Blizzard, Town Manager Richard Casey, Clerk Penny Weiss, Attorney Nelson Taylor and Derek Taylor. 
Mayor Garner called the monthly meeting for the Town of Newport to order at 6:00 pm. Mayor Garner led the pledge of allegiance and gave the invocation. 

Mayor Garner asked if there were any changes to the agenda. There were none. Councilman Blunt moved to adopt the agenda as presented, second by Councilman Blizzard. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.   

Mayor Garner asked for disposition of the minutes for the meetings of January 30th, February 2nd, and February 11th, 2010. There were no changes.  Councilman Blunt moved to approve the minutes as presented, second by Councilman Blizzard. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.

Mayor Garner extended the courtesy of the podium to any citizens wishing to address the Council.  
Mayor Garner introduced Nelson Butler.  Mr. Butler stated that he had a couple issues with the alarm ordinance, specifically the authorized person, penalties, fees and response times. He expressed concerns about the above issues and thanked the Council for allowing him to speak.
Mayor Garner called on the Manager, Mr. Casey for the remainder of the agenda.

Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is that Council would be asked to consider actions on four Planning Board positions.  First, two resolutions are presented to request the county board of commissioners to reappoint Mickey Simmons and Manly Smith to three-year terms expiring April 2013.  This is the procedure required for ETJ members by our Zoning Ordinance.  Second, Council is asked to reappoint Cathy Tomon to a three-year term to expire April 2013.  Finally, Council is asked to appoint William Deruise to the position vacated by Jan Garber that expires February 2012. He recommended approval. 

Councilman Heath moved to adopt the Resolution to reappoint Mr. Mickey Simmons to the Newport Planning Board for a three-year term expiring in April 2013 for the ETJ, second by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.
Councilman Heath moved to adopt the Resolution to reappoint Mr. Manley Smith to the Newport Planning Board for a three-year term expiring in April 2013 for the ETJ, second by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.
Councilman Heath moved to reappoint Mrs. Cathy Tomon to the Newport Planning Board for a three-year term expiring in April 2013, second by Councilman Blizzard. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.
Councilman Blizzard moved to appoint Mr. William Deruise to the Newport Planning Board for a two-year term expiring in February 2012, second by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.
Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is that Council would be asked to consider adoption of an Alarm Ordinance.  Our police department has responded to numerous false alarms over the years, which causes safety problems and amounts to the misuse of public safety resources.  This ordinance will allow us to regulate the use of alarm systems and provide a means to mitigate the problems caused by repeated false alarms.  Our attorney has worked with our police department in drafting this ordinance.  This ordinance was voted on at the February meeting and was approved by a 3-2 vote, short of the two-thirds majority for ordinance passage at the day of introduction.  The second vote this evening requires only a simple majority to pass.  He recommended approval. Councilman Blunt moved to adopt the Alarm Ordinance as presented, second by Councilwoman Weires. Vote: 3 ayes, (Weires, Blizzard, Blunt), 2 nays (Heath, Davis). Ordinance adopted on second reading.
Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is that Council would be asked to consider three motions related to the work required at the wastewater treatment plant.  Council has met twice with representatives of Municipal Engineering Services Company in the past month and has been briefed at various times on the capacity and treatment issues at the plant.  The town must take action now to expand the plant based on the state's requirements regarding flow data.  The town is also negotiating with the state the terms of a Special Order by Consent that will be based on the engineering report and environmental assessment produced by Municipal Engineering.  Immediate steps should be taken to install a new disinfection system and solids handling equipment. He stated the three proposed motions are in Council’s meeting material and he recommended approval. 

Councilman Heath moved to authorize the town to proceed with a wastewater treatment plant expansion project to be described in a Preliminary Engineering Report prepared by Municipal Engineering Services Company.  Further, to pursue and apply for funding for the project through USDA and other sources, second by Councilman Blunt, Vote: unanimous, 5-0. 

Councilman Blunt moved to authorize Municipal Engineering Services Company to seek bids for the construction of a wastewater treatment plant chlorination/dechlorination facility in accordance with the Authorization to Construct granted by the state of NC, second by Councilman Heath, Vote: unanimous, 5-0. 

Councilman Blunt moved to authorize the town to seek bids for a wastewater treatment plant solids handling system, second by Councilman Heath, Vote: unanimous, 5-0. 
Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is that Council would be asked to set a public hearing for the purpose of awarding certificates of convenience and necessity to taxicab companies that apply under our recently revised ordinance.  So far, we have only had one company apply, but we expect more to do so.  The companies that apply will be specified in the public notice on the hearing to be published later this month.  Pending that, he recommended that Council set the public hearing.  Councilman Heath moved to set a public hearing on April 6, 2010 at 6:00 pm or as soon thereafter as the Council may hear the matter for the purpose of awarding certificates of convenience and necessity to taxicab companies that apply under our recently revised ordinance, second by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.
 Department Head Reports: (Copies included with agenda package) 

Town Manager – Mr. Casey stated that the next agenda item was Department Reports.  He mentioned that Council had been provided a monthly finance report for their review.  He reminded Council that we still need volunteers to serve on the Special Events Committee and the Eastern Carolina Council General Membership Board
Following the Manager’s report the Department Heads had nothing else to add to their reports.  

Penny Weiss, Tax Collector asked Council to allow her to advertise the unpaid property taxes for the current fiscal year that are liens on real and personal property (list attached).  Notice has been sent to affected property owners in accordance with the general statutes.  Councilman Blunt moved to order the Town Tax Collector to advertise the unpaid property taxes for 2009, second by Councilman Blizzard. Vote: unanimous, 5-0. 

Citizens Comments

Bill Anderson asked where and when he could pick up copies of the alarm ordinance applications for residents of the Coves of Newport to fill out.  Chief Clark said copies would be available at the Town Hall and on the web site.  

Council Remarks: 

Council expressed appreciation to the constituents for being present and employees for continuing to do a good job.  
Mayor Garner asked for a motion to adjourn. Councilman Blunt moved to adjourn the meeting at 6:30 pm, second by Councilman Heath.  Vote: unanimous, 5-0.    

Penny G. Weiss, CMC, CTC                                    
Derryl Garner
Certified Municipal Clerk 
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