                  TOWN OF NEWPORT      


     Council Meeting

May 4, 2010
Present: Mayor Derryl Garner, Mayor Pro Tem Kenneth Davis, Councilman Franklin Blunt, Councilman David Heath, Councilwoman Bena Weires, Councilman Stephen Blizzard, Town Manager Richard Casey, Clerk Penny Weiss, Attorney Nelson Taylor and Derek Taylor.
Mayor Garner called the monthly meeting for the Town of Newport to order at 6:00 pm. Mayor Garner led the pledge of allegiance and gave the invocation. 

Mayor Garner asked if there were any changes to the agenda. There were none. Councilman Heath moved to adopt the agenda as presented, second by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.   

Mayor Garner asked for disposition of the minutes for the meetings of April 6th, April 8th and April 22nd, 2010. There were no changes.  Councilman Blunt moved to approve the minutes as presented, second by Councilman Heath. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.
Mayor Garner extended the courtesy of the podium to any citizens wishing to address the Council.  There was no one. 
Mayor Garner called on the Manager, Mr. Casey for the remainder of the agenda.

Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is a public hearing for the purpose of considering a new Water Conservation Ordinance.  The ordinance is needed to meet the requirements of the new NC Drought Ordinance.  Pending the results of the public hearing, he recommended approval of the Water Conservation Ordinance.  Mayor Garner opened the public hearing.

Mayor Garner stated that the public hearing has been duly announced, scheduled and posted on the bulletin boards. Mayor Garner informed everyone that a public hearing is an opportunity for those who wish to make statements or ask questions. He then extended an opportunity to those wishing to speak to raise their hand and no one responded. Councilwoman Mann moved to close the public hearing, second by Mayor Pro Tem Davis, vote: unanimous, 5-0. 
Councilwoman Mann moved to approve the Water Conservation Ordinance as presented, second by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.
Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is the Landscape and Beautification agreement with the NC Railroad Company and Norfolk Southern Railway Company.  The purpose of the agreement is to establish the terms and conditions by which the town may landscape and beautify the company's property within the town's corporate limits.  Unfortunately, the latest version of the agreement sent to us by the NCRR contained errors that need to be corrected before it can come before the Council.  It should be ready for Council’s consideration next month. 

Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is that Council would be asked to make two appointments to the Newport Library Board of Trustees.  Richard Kanuck was the Council appointee until his term as a Council member ended.  He has volunteered to remain a member of the Board.  Steve Blizzard has volunteered to be named as the Council representative.  Mr. Kanuck's term will be for six years ending January 1, 2016. Mr. Blizzard will serve for the duration of his term as a Council member.  He recommended the appointments of Mr. Richard Kanuck and Mr. Steve Blizzard to the Newport Public Library Board of Trustees. Mayor Pro Tem Davis moved to appoint Richard Kanuck and Stephen Blizzard to the Newport Public Library Board of Trustees, second by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.
Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is that Council would be asked to declare certain property as surplus and authorize the Town Manager to dispose of it through a sealed bid sale in accordance with the NC General Statutes.  Department Heads have identified various items that are of no further use to the town.  The surplus property includes chain link fencing, chlorine gas cylinder leak repair kits, a water softener and assorted men and women's bicycles.  He recommended approval. Councilman Blunt moved to declare the attached property as surplus and authorize the Town Manager to dispose of it through a sealed bid sale in accordance with the NC General Statutes, second by Councilman Heath. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.   
Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is that Council would be asked to set a public hearing on the recommended FY 2010-2011 town budget.  He recommended the public hearing be set for June 1, 2010 at the Newport town hall at 6:00pm or as soon thereafter as Council may hear the matter. Councilman Blunt moved to set a public hearing on June 1st, 2010 at 6:00 pm or as soon thereafter as the Council may hear the matter for the purpose of the FY 2010-2011 Budget Ordinance, second by Councilman Heath. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.
Department Head Reports: (Copies included with agenda package) 

Town Manager – Mr. Casey stated that the next agenda item was Department Reports.  He mentioned that Council had been provided a monthly finance report for their review.  He reminded Council of the Budget meeting on Thursday, May 6th at 4pm. 
Town Clerk/Tax Collector – Ms. Weiss had nothing to add to her report. 
Finance Officers – Mr. White had nothing to add to his report. 
Building Inspector – Bob Chambers informed Council of a Board of Adjustment meeting on Tuesday, May 25th at 6pm. Mr. Chambers explained the Board of Adjustment role for the Town of Newport.  
Recreation – Kelley Caldwell spoke with Marty Mensch and said that the six benches purchased will be installed in the park sometime this week. 
Police Dept. – Chief Clark informed Council that since the alarm system policy has been in place they have received a great number of commercial and residential applications. 

Fire/Rescue – Chief Figg stated we have received the grant for the Homeland Security and will be meeting with the various vendors to get a bid proposal and looking forward to moving forward.   

Water/Sewer – Clay Dulaney had nothing to add to his report. 
Public Works – Marty Mensch had nothing to add to his report.

Fleet Maintenance
 - Jimmy Bristle had nothing to add to his report. 

Citizens Comments:


There are no citizens attending.
Council Remarks: 

Council expressed appreciation to the constituents for being present and employees for continuing to do a good job.  Mayor Garner thanked the employees and their families for bring the side dishes and attending the Employees Luncheon.  He also thanked Kenny and Penny Weiss for the cooking and Dick and Shelley Casey for providing the chicken. 
Mayor Garner said if there is nothing else to come before Council, he would ask for a motion to adjourn. Councilman Blunt moved to adjourn the meeting at 6:31 pm, second by Councilwoman Mann.  Vote: unanimous, 5-0.    

Penny G. Weiss, CMC, CTC                                    
Derryl Garner
Certified Municipal Clerk 
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