                  TOWN OF NEWPORT      


     Council Meeting

     November 2, 2010
Present: Mayor Derryl Garner, Mayor Pro Tem Kenneth Davis, Councilman Franklin Blunt, Councilwoman Bena Weires, Councilman Stephen Blizzard, Town Manager Richard Casey, Clerk Penny Weiss, Attorney Nelson Taylor and Derek Taylor. Absent: Councilman David Heath.
Mayor Garner called the monthly meeting for the Town of Newport to order at 6:00 pm.  Mayor Garner led the pledge of allegiance and gave the invocation.
Councilman Blunt moved to excuse Councilman David Heath from the meeting, second by Mayor Pro Tem Davis. Vote unanimous, 4-0.

Mayor Garner asked if there were any changes to the agenda. There were none. Councilwoman Weires moved to adopt the agenda as presented, second by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent.   

Mayor Garner asked for disposition of the minutes for the meetings of September 28 and October 5, 2010. There were no changes. Mayor Pro Tem Davis moved to approve the minutes of September 28, 2010, second by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent.   Councilwoman Weires moved to approve the minutes of October 5, 2010, second by Councilman Blizzard. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent.   
Mayor Garner extended the courtesy of the podium to any citizens wishing to address Council. There were none.  
Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is a public hearing on three amendments to the Town's Zoning Ordinance.  The first amendment repeals Section 16-1, paragraph c, which prohibits a Planned Unit Development in a Residential Office (RO) district. The second amendment changes Section 16-8.2, paragraph 2 to allow a maximum density of 16 units per acre for multi-story dwellings.  The third amendment changes Section 16.8.2, paragraph 4 to allow for a maximum building height of 35 feet for a residential building.  The Town staff and Planning Board recommend approval of the amendments.  Pending the results of the public hearing, Council will be asked to approve the amendments as presented. 
Councilwoman Weires moved to open the public hearing, second by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent. Mayor Garner stated that the public hearing has been duly announced, scheduled and posted on the bulletin boards. Mayor Garner informed everyone that a public hearing is an opportunity for those who wish to make statements or ask questions. He then extended an opportunity to those wishing to speak to raise their hand and no one responded.  Councilman Blizzard moved to close the public hearing, second by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent.   
Councilman Blunt moved to approve the zoning amendments as presented, second by Councilman Blizzard.  Discussion: Mayor Pro Tem Davis asked if this change from 30’ to 35 would have no impact on the fire service. Mr. Casey said that it would not. He said that it appears to be a typographical error in the ordinance because every other place that refers to building height states 35 feet. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent.   
Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is a public hearing on the proposed Compass Pointe Apartments Planned Unit Development.  The Town Staff and Planning Board recommend approval of the Planned Unit Development.  Pending the results of the public hearing, Council will be asked to approve the Planned Unit Development Sketch Plan.  Again, the staff and the Planning Board recommend approval of the Sketch Plan. 
Mayor Garner stated that this public hearing has been duly announced and posted.  Councilman Blunt moved to open the public hearing, second by Mayor Pro Tem Davis. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent.   Mayor Garner asked if there was anyone present who wished to speak please raise their hand.  
C. D. Whitlow, 478 Nine Foot Road thanked Council for letting him speak.  Mr. Whitlow stated that he is concerned that the apartments will increase the flooding on his property. He stated that in the future we are going to be zoned in all the way to Mr. Rivers’s property on Nine Foot Road and then it will become the town’s problem. Ronald Cullipher stated that the pipes from the Coves were designed for future development and that the stormwater from the apartments is designed to be retained on the project. 
Marshall Mason, 265 Hilltop Road had concerns about the intersection where Hilltop Road connects with Nine Foot Road. He stated that the traffic from the Compass Pointe Apartments Complex and all the other roads that come into that area are going to cause someone to be killed.  Councilman Weires had concerns on the traffic and asked the traffic engineer to please explain his report. After a worthwhile discussion, Mayor Pro Tem Davis asked Mr. Chambers if the Police Department was a part of that reviewing process. Mr. Chambers replied yes and all the departments have looked at the sketch plan.  Mayor Pro Tem Davis stated that he assumes that if there was an accident at Hilltop Road and Nine Foot Road the Newport Police would respond to it, not the Highway Patrol. Mayor Pro Tem Davis said this is a sketch plan that is up for approval or disapproval and there will be other opportunities in this process to put this traffic concern under the microscope. Mr. Casey replied that this issue has already been under the microscope and Chief Clark has reviewed this and had no comments or concerns. He stated that next step in this process is the preliminary plat review by all staff members and the Planning Board.
Mayor Pro Tem Davis stated that he thought it would be good for the Police Chief to look at a history of crashes or citations at that intersection and address these concerns. Councilwoman Weires suggested that the police officers sit out there for a while and watch.  Mr. Casey said they were well aware of the problems in that area. Councilman Blizzard added that the excessive speed and illegal passing is an enforcement issue and needs looking into. Mayor Pro Tem Davis moved to close the public hearing, second by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent.   
Councilman Blunt moved to approve the Planned Unit Development Sketch Plan for Compass Pointe Apartments as presented, second by Councilman Blizzard. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent.   
Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is that Council would be asked to set a public hearing on the Carteret County Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan Update. He recommended the public hearing be set for December 7, 2010 at the Newport Town Hall at 6:00pm or as soon thereafter as Council may hear the matter. Councilman Blizzard moved to set a public hearing on December 7, 2010 at the Newport Town Hall 6:00 pm or as soon thereafter as Council may hear the matter for the purpose of the Carteret County Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan Update, second by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent.    

Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is that Council would be asked to set a public hearing on the rezoning of the Willis property located adjacent to Chatham Street from R20A to R20.  The Planning Board has recommended approval of this rezoning action.  He recommended the public hearing be set for December 7, 2010 at the Newport Town Hall immediately following the first public hearing set for 6:00pm that evening or as soon thereafter as Council may hear the matter. Mayor Pro Tem Davis moved to set public hearing on December 7, 2010 at the Newport Town Hall immediately following the first public hearing for the purpose of rezoning the Willis property located adjacent to Chatham Street from R20A to R20, second by Councilman Blizzard. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent.     
Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is that Council would be asked to declare two vehicles, a 1991 Chevy truck and a 1999 Ford Crown Victoria, as surplus property and authorize the Town Manager to dispose of them in accordance with the NC General Statutes. He recommended approval.  Mayor Pro Tem Davis moved to declare the two vehicles as surplus property and authorize the Town Manager to dispose of them in accordance with the NC General Statutes as presented, second by Councilman Blizzard. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent.   
Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is that Council would be asked to approve a budget amendment that adds $12,711.27 to the General Fund Revenues Anticipated, Privilege Licenses, and the same amount to the General Fund Expenditures Authorized, Governing Board.  These funds will be allocated to a new line item entitled "Reserved for Fund Balance."  This budget amendment addresses the Local Government Commission's recommendation that the Council analyze the current fiscal year revenues to determine which ones can be increased to begin building the fund reserves. He recommended approval of the budget amendment as presented. Councilman Blunt moved to approve the budget amendment in the amount of $12,711.27 to the General Fund Revenues Anticipated, Privilege Licenses, and the same amount to the General Fund Expenditures Authorized, Governing Board as presented, second by Mayor Pro Tem Davis. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent. 
Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is that Council would be asked to approve a Certificate of Municipal Declaration for the NCDOT.  During DOT's recent review of their ordinances, it was discovered that the school speed zone for the Newport Middle School is incorrect.  Once the DOT receives this certificate from the Town, they can revise their ordinance.  No changes to the current speed limit or signage will be made. He recommended approval. Councilman Blizzard moved to approve the Certificate of Municipal Declaration for the NCDOT as presented, second by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent.
Department Head Reports: (Copies included with agenda package) 

Town Manager – Mr. Casey stated that the next agenda item was Department Reports.  He mentioned that Council had been provided a monthly finance report for their review.  He stated that our revenues and expenditures are on track at this point. 
Finance Officer – Mr. White had nothing to add to his report.
Town Clerk/Tax Collector – Ms. Weiss had nothing to add to her report. 


Building Inspector – Bob Chambers informed the public that he had copies of the Carteret County Multi- Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan Update if anyone was interested.
Recreation – Kelley Caldwell had nothing to add to her report.
Police Dept. – Chief Clark was not in attendance.  

Fire/Rescue – Chief Figg was not in attendance.    

Water/Sewer – Clay Dulaney informed Council that his department was continuing to evaluate equipment for the WWTP expansion upgrades. 
Public Works – Marty Mensch had nothing to add to his report.
Fleet Maintenance
 - Jimmy Bristle was not in attendance.  

Citizens Comments:


There were none.
Council Remarks: 

Council expressed appreciation to the constituents for being present and thanked the employees for continuing to do a good job and working together. Council thanked Mike Allen and Drew Piner for helping with the Hoot-n-Nanny. Council thanked Mrs. Ruthann S. Sluss for Chairing the Hoot-n-Nanny this year and looked forward to the Christmas Parade in December which is being chaired by Joyce Ferrell.  Mayor Garner announced that Ms. Giula Garner Rogers will be the Grand Marshall for the parade this year (Note: On November 19, 2010 it was learned that Ms. Giula Roger will not be able to be the Grand Marshall).  Couniclman Blunt asked Councilmembers to come by the Town Hall and talk more with the Manager.  
Mayor Garner asked if there was anything else to come before Council. Councilman Blunt moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:25 pm, second by Mayor Pro Tem Davis.  Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent.   
Penny G. Weiss, CMC, CTC                                    
Derryl Garner
Certified Municipal Clerk 
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