
                  TOWN OF NEWPORT      


     Council Meeting

September 7, 2010
Present: Mayor Derryl Garner, Mayor Pro Tem Kenneth Davis, Councilman David Heath, Councilwoman Bena Weires, Councilman Stephen Blizzard, Town Manager Richard Casey, Clerk Penny Weiss, Attorney Nelson Taylor and Derek Taylor. Absent: Councilman Franklin Blunt,
Mayor Garner called the monthly meeting for the Town of Newport to order at 6:00 pm.  Mayor Garner led the pledge of allegiance and gave the invocation.
Mayor Pro Tem Davis moved to excuse Councilman Blunt from the meeting, second by Councilman Blizzard. Vote unanimous, 4-0.
Mayor Garner asked if there were any changes to the agenda. Mr. Casey added item 9a-Highway 70 Waterline Project Fund Resolution. Councilman Blizzard moved to adopt the agenda with the revision as presented, second by Councilwoman Weires. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent.   

Mayor Garner asked for disposition of the minutes for the meeting of August 3, 2010. There were no changes.   Councilman Heath moved to approve the minutes as presented, second by Councilman Blizzard. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent.
Mayor Garner extended the courtesy of the podium to any citizens wishing to address the Council.  
C. D. Whitlow who lives at 478 Nine Foot Road, which is out of the corporate limits, he stated that he went on the Town’s website and saw that the Council had voted for a Long Range Planning Committee.  He said that he would like to serve on the committee.

Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is that Council would be asked to approve the preliminary plat for the Rivers Edge Villas Subdivision.  Council approved the sketch plan at the August 3rd Council meeting and there have been no changes to the plan.  This proposed subdivision will be located off of East Chatham Street and will include 12 apartment units located on seven lots and a short cul-de-sac street.  The property is located within the corporate limits of the town and water and sewer services are available.  The staff and the Planning Board recommend approval of the preliminary plat. Mayor Pro Tem Davis moved to approve the preliminary plat for the Rivers Edge Villas Subdivision as presented, second by Councilman Blizzard. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent.
Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is that Council would be asked to approve a waiver of the competitive bidding requirements of the NC general statutes and authorize the Town to enter into a contract with Ferrara Fire Apparatus of Holden, La to purchase the fire pumper truck. The city of Goldsboro purchased two trucks from Ferrara Fire Apparatus last fall after completing a formal bidding process.  The general statutes allow another city to "piggyback" on such a purchase within 12 months and avoid the formal bidding requirements as long as they receive the same or more favorable prices, terms and conditions for a substantially similar product. We meet that criteria, and avoiding the formal bidding requirements saves us time and money and is in the town's best interest.  If we have to go through the formal process, we may miss the timeline to receive the truck we really want before the 95% grant funding totaling over $261,000 expires in April. Our Attorney has reviewed the contract. He recommended approval of the waiver. Councilwoman Weires moved to approve the waiver of the competitive bidding requirements and enter into the contract as presented, second by Councilman Blizzard. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent.
Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is that Council would be asked to approve the purchase of a used pickup truck for the water/sewer department.  We budgeted $12,000 for a truck purchase this year.  Jimmy Bristle has been searching extensively and has found an excellent truck at Newport Motors.  It's a very clean 2007 Chevy with around 40,000 miles.  Newport Motors has set a very reasonable price of $15,000 for the truck and we'd need to spend another $2,000 or so equipping it with a bed liner, tool box, lights, radio, etc.  We have extra capital money in the enterprise fund because the cost of the new generator at the water plant came in lower than budgeted.  He recommended that we spend the additional funds for a truck that represents the best value and lower life cycle cost. Councilman Blizzard moved to approve the purchase of a used pickup truck for the water/sewer department as presented, second by Councilman Heath. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent.
Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is that Council would be asked to consider borrowing $14,000 to provide our matching funds for a grant from the Clean Water Management Trust Fund for a storm water management plan.  This is the grant that was approved nearly two years ago, but the trust fund never encumbered the $56,000 grant funds because the state took $100 million from it to pay bills and balance the state budget.  Now the trust fund has additional money and has agreed to provide us the $56,000.  We didn't budget for the $14,000 match, so we would have to borrow the money.  This project provides a plan that will identify the causes of storm water problems and make recommendations on how to fix them.  The Town would then have to raise the necessary funds to fix the problems and establish a storm water management fund.  While this project would provide a worthwhile and necessary plan, the follow-up funding for repairs will be difficult to come by. Council discussed the problem of finding the funds to fix the problems identified in such a plan.  It was agreed that taking advantage of grant funds now to complete a voluntary plan that maybe mandated in the future is the better course of action. Councilman Blizzard moved to borrow the $14,000 to obtain the grant, second by Councilwoman Weires.  Vote: 3 ayes (Heath, Blizzard and Weires), 1 nay (Davis) and 1 absent (Blunt). Motion carried.
Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is that Council has an opportunity to continue discussions about the formation of a long-range planning committee. After some discussion, Councilman Heath stated that he would like for Council to approve some additional nominations. Councilman Heath moved to add C. D. Whitlow, Shelia Garner Link, Terry Frank and Tim Turner to the Long Range Planning Committee, second Councilman Blizzard. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent.
Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda is that Council would be ask to approve a resolution that allows the Mayor, on behalf of the governing body and with the governing body's approval, to apply for a grant or loan funding from the state to finance the construction of the Highway 70 waterline extension.  We've been unable to get grant funding approved for the project to this point. Mayor Pro Tem Davis moved to approve the Resolution that allows Derryl Garner, Mayor on behalf of the governing body to apply for a grant or loan funding from the state as presented, second by Councilwoman Weires. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent.
Department Head Reports: (Copies included with agenda package) 

Town Manager – Mr. Casey stated that the next agenda item was Department Reports.  He mentioned that Council had been provided a monthly finance report for their review.  
Finance Officer – Mr. White had nothing to add to his report.
Town Clerk/Tax Collector – Ms. Weiss had nothing to add to her report.


Building Inspector – Bob Chambers passed out information on the potential development of an apartment complex. (Attached)
Recreation – Kelley Caldwell had nothing to add to her report.
Police Dept. – Chief Clark was not in attendance.  

Fire/Rescue – Chief Figg had nothing to add to his report.    

Water/Sewer – Clay Dulaney had nothing to add to his report. 
Public Works – Marty Mensch had nothing to add to his report.
Fleet Maintenance
 - Jimmy Bristle had nothing to add to his report. 

Citizens Comments:


There was no one. 

Council Remarks: 

Council expressed appreciation to the constituents for being present and Councilman Blizzard, Councilman Heath and Councilwoman Weires thanked the employees for continuing to do a good job. Councilwoman Weires and Council Blizzard also expressed their appreciation to the volunteers who are doing the Hoot-n-Nanny and the Christmas Parade. Mayor Garner stated that he appreciated what the employees do for our town. 
Mayor Garner said if there is nothing else to come before Council, he would ask for a motion to adjourn. Councilman Blunt moved to adjourn the meeting at 6:43 pm, second by Mayor Pro Tem Davis.  Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent.    

Penny G. Weiss, CMC, CTC                                    
Derryl Garner
Certified Municipal Clerk 
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